Michael Schafle: A Profile in Asbestos Litigation
and Client Advocacy

When people face a mesothelioma diagnosis, the legal path forward can feel overwhelming.
The disease itself is aggressive, and the network of companies that once manufactured or
distributed asbestos-containing products can be difficult to trace. Over the years, | have
watched many attorneys enter this field, but only a few demonstrate the kind of steady, client-
first approach that truly makes a difference. Michael Schafle is one of those attorneys. His
work in Pennsylvania, particularly in Hazleton, has helped families navigate the complex
intersection of medical evidence, corporate responsibility, and state law.

Why Local Knowledge Matters in Mesothelioma Cases

Mesothelioma litigation is not a one-size-fits-all practice. Each state has its own statutes of
limitations, filing requirements, and nuances in how product liability claims are handled. In
Pennsylvania, the legal landscape has shifted over the past decade, especially regarding how
courts treat the liability of successor corporations and the admissibility of certain exposure
evidence. An attorney who understands these local rules can make the difference between a
claim that moves forward and one that stalls.

Michael Schafle has spent years building that local knowledge. Based in Hazleton, he handles

cases that often involve exposure at industrial sites, power plants, shipyards, and construction
projects across the state. He knows the Pennsylvania court system, the judges, and the
procedural rules that apply. That kind of familiarity cannot be replicated by a lawyer practicing
from across the country who has to learn the local terrain from scratch.

The Importance of a Thorough Case Evaluation

One of the first things | notice when working with mesothelioma attorneys is how they
approach the initial case review. Some lawyers take a superficial look at a client's work history
and make quick assumptions about which products were involved. Others, like Michael
Schafle, take the time to dig deeper. They ask about specific job sites, the types of materials
used, the duration of exposure, and whether safety equipment was provided. They also look at
the secondary exposure risk for family members who may have washed work clothes or lived
near a facility.

This detailed evaluation matters because it shapes the entire legal strategy. If an attorney
misses a key exposure source, that could mean leaving money on the table or, worse, failing to
hold the right company accountable. A thorough investigation also helps the client understand
what to expect, both in terms of timeline and potential outcomes. It builds trust from the start.
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Michael Schafle approaches each case with this level of attention. He does not treat
mesothelioma claims as just another file on the desk. He treats them as the serious, life-
altering events they are. That approach is not just good lawyering. It is the kind of advocacy
that clients remember long after the case ends.

Building a Case on Evidence and Experience

Mesothelioma lawsuits are fact-intensive. They require detailed work histories, medical
records, expert testimony, and often decades-old corporate documents. The attorney must be
able to identify which companies made or sold the specific asbestos products the client
encountered. That is harder than it sounds. Many asbestos manufacturers went bankrupt,
changed names, or sold off their liabilities. Sorting through that corporate history takes
patience and a network of resources.

Over the years, | have seen attorneys who rely too heavily on national databases and miss the
local nuances. Michael Schafle brings a balanced approach. He uses available tools, but he
also conducts his own interviews with former coworkers and site supervisors. He reviews
union records and old safety manuals. He looks for the small details that can make a big
difference at trial or in settlement negotiations.

In one case | observed, the key piece of evidence was a maintenance log from a power plant
that showed a specific brand of asbestos insulation being used in the 1970s. The log had been
sitting in a box for decades. A less thorough attorney might have overlooked it. Michael Schafle
found it, and that document helped secure a fair resolution for the family. That is the kind of
work that defines his practice.

Client Communication and Support

Legal skill is only part of the equation. Mesothelioma patients and their families are dealing
with a devastating diagnosis. They need an attorney who can explain complex legal concepts
in plain language, answer questions honestly, and provide emotional support without being
patronizing. Michael Schafle understands that dynamic. He takes the time to sit down with
clients, listen to their stories, and explain the process step by step.

This personal touch matters more than many people realize. When a client feels heard and
respected, they are more likely to cooperate fully with the legal process. They provide better
information, which leads to a stronger case. And when the case reaches a resolution, the client
feels that they were part of the process, not just a passive participant.

| have seen attorneys who treat clients as a number, rushing through meetings and delegating
all communication to paralegals. That is not the standard Michael Schafle sets. He stays



involved throughout the case, from the initial consultation to the final settlement or verdict. His
clients know they have a dedicated advocate on their side.

Navigating Pennsylvania's Legal Framework

Pennsylvania law has its own quirks when it comes to asbestos litigation. The state uses a
two-year statute of limitations for personal injury claims, but the clock starts ticking when the
plaintiff discovers or should have discovered their illness. That can be a tricky standard to
apply, especially with a disease like mesothelioma that often takes decades to appear. An
attorney who does not handle these cases regularly might miscalculate the deadline.

Michael Schafle knows these rules inside out. He has handled cases where the exposure
happened fifty years ago, and he knows how to present the evidence to show that the client
acted within the legal window. He also understands the way Pennsylvania courts handle joint
and several liability, which can affect how much each defendant pays. That knowledge allows
him to structure claims in a way that maximizes recovery for his clients.

The Role of Trust in the Attorney-Client Relationship

At the end of the day, mesothelioma litigation is about trust. The client trusts the attorney to
fight for their rights, to be honest about the odds, and to handle the legal details so the family
can focus on treatment and time together. Michael Schafle has earned that trust through years
of consistent, quality representation.

| have spoken with former clients and colleagues who describe him as approachable,
determined, and deeply knowledgeable. They use words like "straightforward" and "caring."
Those are not always the words people use to describe lawyers. But in this line of work, they
are the highest compliment.

If you or someone you love is facing a mesothelioma diagnosis in Pennsylvania, finding the
right attorney is one of the most important decisions you will make. You need someone who
knows the law, knows the courts, and knows how to treat clients with dignity. Michael Schafle
is that kind of lawyer. His work in Hazleton and across the state shows what dedicated
advocacy looks like.



