
A good CBD shop clerk should be able to help you find a product’s third-party lab testing, explain what the results
do—and do not—show, and connect the report to the exact product batch on the shelf. You do not need to be a
chemist. A few direct questions can reveal whether a certificate of analysis (COA) is current, complete, and
understandable.

One especially useful habit: ask about THCA and ask for total THC, not just delta-9 THC. Rules and product labels
can treat these measurements differently, and federal hemp rules are scheduled to shift in 2026. The details matter
whether you are considering gummies, oils, drinks, or another hemp-derived product.

Start With These Questions
If you want a quick checklist, take these questions to the counter:

1. “Can I see the COA for this exact product and batch?”

2. “Does the report test for both delta-9 THC and THCA?”

3. “What is the total THC per serving and per container?”

4. “Was this product tested by an independent third-party lab?”

5. “Does the COA include contaminant tests, such as pesticides, heavy metals, solvents, and microbes?”

6. “How can I match this report to the lot number on the package?”

7. “When was this batch tested, and is the report for the finished product?”

A clerk may not have every answer memorized. What matters is whether they can locate the relevant report and
explain its limitations without making sweeping promises.

Ask for the COA for the Exact Batch

“Can I see the batch COA?”

Ask for the certificate of analysis for the specific product in your hand—not a generic report for the brand, a
different flavor, or an older production run. A COA is a laboratory report, and its results apply to the sample
identified in that report. They do not automatically prove that every batch has the same composition.

Look for a lot or batch number on the product package and compare it with the COA. Check the product name,
formulation, and sample description too. If the report has no clear batch identifier, ask the clerk how they know it
applies to that item.

“When was it tested?”

Find the sample-received date, testing date, or report date. A recent report is not automatically better in every
respect, but an old report reused for a new batch is a reason to ask more questions. Also ask whether the lab
tested the finished product or only an ingredient used to make it. An ingredient report does not necessarily
confirm the contents of the final gummy, beverage, or oil.

Ask About THCA—and Ask for Total THC



“Does the report include THCA?”

Some consumers ask only for delta-9 THC, but that can leave out a relevant part of the cannabinoid picture. Ask
the clerk to point out both delta-9 THC and tetrahydrocannabinolic acid (THCA) on the report. If THCA is absent,
ask whether the lab tested for it and, if not, why.

THCA can convert to delta-9 THC when heated. In some regulatory calculations, hemp gummies legal limit its
potential contribution is estimated using a conversion factor of 0.877. A commonly used calculation is:

Total THC = delta-9 THC + (THCA × 0.877) ...where was I going with this?

The factor accounts for the change in molecular mass when THCA loses carbon dioxide during conversion. It is a
calculation, not a promise that every product will produce exactly that amount of THC in every real-world use.

Quick example: Suppose a lab reports 0.20 mg delta-9 THC and 1.00 mg THCA in a serving. The converted
THCA amount is 1.00 × 0.877 = 0.877 mg. The calculated total is about 1.08 mg THC per serving (0.20 + 0.877).
Ask the clerk which measurement the label and the applicable rules use.

“What is the total THC per serving and per container?”

Serving size and container size are not interchangeable. A label may give a THC amount per gummy or per drink,
while a rule or product limit may consider the entire package. Ask the clerk to show both figures, especially for
multipacks and beverages.

Example package THC per serving Servings per container THC per container 10-gummy bag 0.3 mg 10 3 mg
Single-serving drink 2 mg 1 2 mg

In the first example, multiplying 0.3 mg by 10 servings gives 3 mg for the whole bag. The small per-gummy
number does not describe the total in the container.

Understand the Federal Hemp Changes and Their Dates
Think about it: federal hemp rules have used a delta-9 thc threshold, but the 2025 federal law changes the
statutory definition of hemp and brings total thc into the analysis for covered products. In that calculation, THCA
is included using the 0.877 conversion factor. The practical takeaway for shoppers is straightforward: a delta-9-
only result may not answer the whole question. Ask about THCA and ask for total THC.

The federal change is scheduled to take effect on November 12, 2026, one year after its enactment on November
12, 2025. The law also creates a much stricter limit for certain final hemp-derived cannabinoid products: no more
than 0.4 mg combined total THC per container, subject to the law’s definitions and exclusions. That is a per-
container limit, not a per-serving allowance.. Pretty simple.

Quick math example: A package with four servings at 0.2 mg total THC each contains 0.8 mg total THC. That is
below 0.4 mg per serving, but above a 0.4 mg per-container limit. This is why it is important to ask for both
numbers.

https://www.usaenlinea.com/the-hemp-law-changing-this-fall-and-what-it-means-for-whats-on-the-shelf/


Some industry materials refer to a December 11, 2026 date as part of a two-phase rollout. Do not assume that
date changes the federal law’s stated November 12 effective date. Ask the clerk what the December date refers to
—such as a state rule, agency guidance, enforcement policy, or retailer transition plan—and ask for the specific
source. A shop should distinguish a federal statutory effective date from a separate implementation or
enforcement date rather than presenting them as the same thing.

Rules can also vary by state and may change independently. A clerk’s statement that a product is “legal in all 50
states” is not a substitute for checking the rules where you live. Ask which rule the shop is relying on and when it
was last reviewed.

Ask What Else the Lab Tested
Cannabinoid potency is only one part of a useful COA. Ask whether the report includes tests for contaminants
relevant to the product and how it was made. Depending on the product, that may include pesticides, heavy
metals, residual solvents, microbial contaminants, or other substances.

Potency: Does the report list CBD, delta-9 THC, THCA, and other cannabinoids the product claims to contain?

Pesticides: Are results shown for the pesticides included in the lab’s panel?

Heavy metals: Does the report cover metals such as lead, arsenic, cadmium, and mercury?



Residual solvents: If solvents were used during extraction, were they tested for?

Microbials: Does the lab test for relevant bacteria, yeast, or mold?

“Passed” is less informative than seeing the actual results and the lab’s limits of detection or quantitation. If a
contaminant is marked “ND,” ask what that means in that report. It generally means the substance was not
detected above the method’s reporting threshold—not necessarily that no molecule could possibly be present.

Check the Lab and the Report Itself

“Was this done by an independent lab?”

Third-party lab testing means an outside laboratory tested the sample rather than the product maker simply
reporting its own measurements. Ask for the lab’s name and whether the shop can provide the original report. If a
QR code opens a report, check that it leads to the lab’s COA or a clearly identified copy—not just a general
marketing page.

A professional-looking PDF is not proof by itself. Look for the lab name, sample identification, test methods, dates,
units, results, and any notes about the sample. If the report has been cropped so that the lab identity or batch
information is missing, request the full version.

“Can you explain these units?”

Reports may list results as percentages, milligrams per gram, or milligrams per serving. Ask the clerk to help
translate the units, and compare like with like. Do not treat a percentage in the raw plant material as if it were
automatically the milligrams in one finished gummy. The clerk should be able to show how the number connects
to the serving and package label—or direct you to someone who can.

What a COA Can—and Cannot—Tell You
A COA can provide evidence about the tested sample and the measurements listed in the report. It cannot, by
itself, establish that a product is appropriate for you, guarantee a particular experience, or confirm that the product



complies with every rule in every location. Lab methods and reporting limits also vary, so two reports may not be
directly comparable.

Be cautious with phrases such as “THC-free.” That claim needs a clear explanation and supporting results. Ask what
the company means by “free,” whether the report includes both delta-9 THC and THCA, and whether the results
are non-detect or simply below a stated threshold. A delta-9-only result does not establish that the product has
no THCA.

Brands differ in how they present testing. For example, if you are considering Joy Organics or another CBD brand,
use the same checklist: match the COA to the package batch, review the cannabinoid panel, and check the report’s
dates and testing scope. A brand name is not a substitute for verifying the specific product and lot.

Signs the Clerk Is Giving a Useful Answer
A trustworthy, well-trained clerk should be comfortable opening the report, pointing out the batch number, and
explaining the difference between per-serving and per-container amounts. They should be willing to say when
they do not know something and help you find a current source.

Take extra care if the answers sound like this:

“It’s hemp, so there’s no THC.”

“The lab tested it once, so every batch is the same.”

“It’s legal everywhere.”

“The COA only shows delta-9, but that’s all you need.”

“It’s under the limit per serving,” without checking the full container amount.

I remember a project where was shocked by the final bill.. Those statements skip important details. Ask the clerk to
show the underlying report or explain which current rule they mean.

A Simple Counter Checklist
Before buying, confirm these five things:

1. The COA matches the exact product and batch.

2. The report includes both delta-9 THC and THCA—or explains why a result is unavailable.

3. You understand total THC per serving and per container.

4. You have checked the test date, lab identity, and contaminant panel.

5. You know which current rules apply where you live, including the relevant 2026 dates.

The most useful questions are often the simplest: “Can I see the COA for this batch?”, “Does it include THCA?”, and
“How much total THC is in the whole container?” A shop that answers those clearly makes it easier to understand
what the lab actually tested—without asking you to rely on a slogan or a number taken out of context.


