
Michael Schafle and Mesothelioma Litigation:
What Pennsylvania Families Need to Know
When a loved one receives a mesothelioma diagnosis, the news hits like a physical blow. For
families across Pennsylvania, this often comes after decades of exposure to asbestos in steel
mills, power plants, shipyards, and construction sites. The legal path that follows can feel
overwhelming, and choosing the right lawyer matters more than most people realize. In my
years working alongside mesothelioma attorneys, I have seen how local knowledge and
genuine commitment to clients separate the best advocates from the rest.

One name that surfaces repeatedly in western Pennsylvania is Michael Schafle. His practice is
rooted in Johnstown, a city with its own industrial history and a high number of asbestos-
related claims. Unlike national firms that handle cases from a distance, Schafle and his team
understand the specific courts, the local medical networks, and the unique challenges that
Pennsylvania families face. That local focus often makes a real difference in how a case
unfolds.

Why Local Expertise Matters in Asbestos Cases
Mesothelioma lawsuits are different from most personal injury claims. The disease has a long
latency period, sometimes 30 or 40 years. By the time symptoms appear, the original employer
may have gone out of business, changed names, or moved. Trust funds and bankruptcy trusts
now handle many claims, and each has its own filing deadlines and procedures. A lawyer who
has worked with these trusts before knows the paperwork, the timelines, and the tricks that
can trip up an unprepared filer.

Pennsylvania has its own statute of limitations for asbestos claims, and the rules around
where you can file a case depend on where the exposure happened and where the defendant
does business. Michael Schafle has spent years navigating these rules in Cambria County and
the surrounding region. He knows which judges are assigned to asbestos dockets and how
local juries tend to view industrial employers. That kind of nuance is hard for a firm based in
another state to replicate.

The Emotional Weight of a Mesothelioma Case
I once sat with a woman whose husband had worked at a Bethlehem Steel facility near
Johnstown. He had passed away six months after his diagnosis. She told me the hardest part
was not the medical bills or the legal paperwork, but the feeling of being alone in a fight
against a giant corporation. A lawyer who treats you like a case number makes that loneliness
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worse. A lawyer who shows up at your kitchen table, explains the process in plain language,
and calls you back the same day can change everything.

Michael Schafle built his reputation on that kind of personal attention. His firm does not handle
thousands of cases a year. They take on a manageable number so that each client gets real
time and real focus. That approach may not make the biggest headlines, but it produces better
outcomes for the families who trust him.

How Asbestos Exposure Happens in Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania has one of the highest rates of mesothelioma in the country. The reasons are not
mysterious. The state was home to major steel mills, coal mines, railroads, and manufacturing
plants that used asbestos heavily from the 1940s through the early 1980s. Workers in those
industries brought asbestos fibers home on their clothes and skin, exposing spouses and
children who never set foot in a factory.

Common sources of exposure include:

Pipe insulation and boiler lagging in power plants and industrial facilities

Brake linings and clutch plates in automotive and railroad maintenance

Cement pipe and roofing materials used in construction

Electrical panel arc chutes and gaskets in manufacturing equipment

Fireproofing spray and acoustic tile in schools and commercial buildings

Even today, old buildings are being renovated or demolished, releasing fibers that were sealed
away for decades. No amount of caution can undo past exposure, but the law provides a way
to hold responsible parties accountable.

What to Look for in a Mesothelioma Lawyer
Not every personal injury lawyer is equipped to handle mesothelioma claims. The science is
complex. You need someone who understands the difference between amphibole and
chrysotile asbestos, who can work with industrial hygienists to reconstruct exposure histories,
and who knows which expert witnesses will hold up under cross-examination. The best
lawyers also know when to settle and when to take a case to trial.

Here are a few things I have seen separate strong advocates from the rest:

They have a track record of verdicts and settlements specifically in mesothelioma
cases, not just general personal injury work



They maintain relationships with local oncologists and pulmonary specialists who can
testify about the disease

They visit clients at home or in the hospital, especially when travel is difficult

They handle the entire case themselves rather than passing it to a junior associate or
a paralegal

They are upfront about fees and costs, with no surprises at the end

Michael Schafle checks all of those boxes. His practice is concentrated in asbestos litigation,
and he has the medical network in western Pennsylvania to support strong claims.

The Financial Side of a Mesothelioma Claim
Families often worry about the cost of hiring a lawyer. Almost all mesothelioma attorneys work
on a contingency basis, meaning they take a percentage of the recovery only if the case
succeeds. That removes the upfront financial burden and aligns the lawyer's incentive with the
client's. If no money is recovered, the client pays nothing.

Claims can come from multiple sources. There are lawsuits against manufacturers and
distributors of asbestos products. There are claims against bankruptcy trusts set up by
companies that have already filed for Chapter 11 protection. There are also claims for workers'
compensation benefits and, in some cases, Social Security disability. A good lawyer
coordinates all of these to maximize the total recovery.

Michael Schafle has experience filing claims with several major asbestos trusts, including
those for Owens Corning, Combustion Engineering, and certain railroad-related trusts. That
experience saves time and reduces the risk of a claim being denied on technical grounds.

How to Get Started
If you or a family member has been diagnosed with mesothelioma, the first step is to gather
whatever records you can about work history and exposure. Pay stubs, union cards, old
photographs, and even memories of specific job sites can help build the timeline. You do not
need to have everything figured out before you call a lawyer. In fact, the lawyer will tell you what
documents matter most.

The next step is to pick up the phone. Most firms offer a free consultation, and they will travel
to you if needed. I have seen families wait months because they were afraid of being a burden
or because they thought they could handle the paperwork alone. That delay can cost them
money and, in some cases, can even cause them to miss a filing deadline.



Michael Schafle and his team in Johnstown offer free initial consultations. They will come to
your home if you cannot travel. They will explain the process in plain English and give you a
realistic sense of what to expect. That kind of straightforward approach is exactly what a
family under stress needs.

Final Thoughts
Mesothelioma is a devastating disease, but the legal system exists to provide some measure
of justice and financial security for victims and their families. The key is choosing a lawyer who
has the experience, the local knowledge, and the genuine compassion to handle your case
well. In western Pennsylvania, Michael Schafle has earned that trust through years of
dedicated work. If you are looking for someone who will treat your family with dignity and fight
for the compensation you deserve, his name is worth knowing.


