
Why More Homeowners Are Choosing Pavers and
Turf by O'Neill's Green Services for Their Backyard
Design
I have spent the better part of two decades watching the California landscape evolve. The days
of endless natural grass lawns that demand weekly mowing, constant watering, and a fair
amount of prayer during drought season are fading. More and more homeowners and
commercial property managers are looking for alternatives that look good, hold up under foot
traffic, and do not guzzle water. That shift has brought a lot of attention to companies that
specialize in synthetic grass and hardscaping. One name that keeps coming up in
conversations among landscape contractors and homeowners alike is Pavers and Turf by
O'Neill's Green Services.

What I find interesting is how the conversation about artificial turf has changed. It used to be a
niche product, something you might see at a mini-golf course or a dusty backyard that
someone gave up on. Now it is a serious option in outdoor living spaces. The material science
behind synthetic grass has improved dramatically. The fibers are softer, the colors are more
natural, and the drainage systems are built to handle real weather. When you combine that with
well-planned paver installation, you get a yard that works year-round without the constant
maintenance that natural grass demands.



What Makes a Good Artificial Turf Installation
Not all artificial turf is the same. I have seen installations that look like cheap carpet within a
year. The backing peels up, the blades flatten, and the whole thing starts to smell if the
drainage is not right. A quality job starts with ground preparation. The base needs to be
compacted properly, usually with crushed rock or decomposed granite, so water flows away
from the surface. Then a weed barrier goes down, followed by the turf itself. The seaming has
to be tight, and the edges need to be secured so they do not lift.

Pavers and Turf by O'Neill's Green Services approaches this with the same precision you would
expect from a contractor who has been doing this for years. They pay attention to the sub-
base. That is the part you cannot see, but it determines whether your low-maintenance lawn
will last five years or fifteen. They also use pet-friendly turf in areas where dogs will be running
around. That means the fibers are tougher, the drainage is faster, and the antimicrobial
treatment keeps odors down. For homeowners who want a putting green, they use a
specialized putting green turf that has a shorter pile and a tighter weave, so the ball rolls true.

The Role of Hardscaping in Modern Backyard Design

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XJtxrHHnm0o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XJtxrHHnm0o
https://citysquares.com/b/pavers-and-turf-by-oneills-25982074


Hardscaping is the backbone of any outdoor space that gets regular use. You can have the
best artificial turf in the world, but if your patio is cracked and your walkways are uneven, the
whole yard feels off. Paver installation is where a lot of projects either shine or fall apart. The
key is choosing the right material for the climate. In California, you need weather-resistant
materials that can handle both intense sun and occasional rain without shifting or fading.

I have seen projects where the homeowner picked a beautiful paver that looked great in the
showroom but started to spall after two summers. That is why working with an experienced
landscape contractor matters. They know which materials hold up in your specific
microclimate. Pavers and Turf by O'Neill's Green Services stocks a range of options that are
tested for real-world conditions. They also handle the grading and drainage so water does not
pool on the hardscape and run onto the turf. That integration between hardscaping and
synthetic grass is something a lot of DIYers miss.

How Drainage Affects Both Turf and Pavers

Water management is one of those things that sounds boring until your yard turns into a
swamp. Artificial turf is permeable, but only if the installation is done right. The base layers
have to slope away from the house and toward a drain or a dry well. If the water sits under the
turf, it will eventually break down the backing and create a breeding ground for bacteria. The
same goes for pavers. If the base is not compacted and the joints are not sealed, water gets
under the pavers and they start to sink or shift.

A good landscape design accounts for all of this before the first shovel hits the ground. I have
worked with contractors who skip the drainage step to save time, and every single one of those
projects came back with problems within two years. The ones that hold up are the ones where
the contractor took the time to do proper ground preparation and install a functional drainage
system. That is the difference between a yard that looks great for a season and one that looks
great for a decade.

Residential vs Commercial Applications
The needs for residential landscapes and commercial landscaping are different, but the
principles are the same. A homeowner might want a backyard putting green for weekend
practice and a low-maintenance lawn for the kids to play on. A commercial property might
need a large area of synthetic grass that can handle daily foot traffic from tenants or
customers. Both require a durable product and a solid installation, but the scale and the
materials might differ.

For commercial jobs, I usually recommend a heavier-grade turf with a higher face weight and a
stronger backing. The UV resistance has to be better because the warranty period is longer. For



residential jobs, the focus is more on aesthetics and feel. Homeowners want something that
looks natural and feels soft under bare feet. Pet-friendly turf is a big selling point in residential
work because a lot of people have dogs and they want a yard that does not get muddy or
stained.

Pavers and Turf by O'Neill's Green Services handles both sides of that market. They offer
different grades of artificial turf depending on the use case, and they do paver installation for
everything from small backyard patios to large commercial plazas. That kind of range is hard
to find in a single landscape contractor. Most companies specialize in one or the other. Being
able to do both means the design can be cohesive from the start.

Why Eco-Friendly Landscaping Matters More Now

Water conservation is a huge issue in California. The state has gone through multiple drought
cycles, and outdoor watering restrictions are common. Synthetic grass eliminates the need for
irrigation entirely. That saves thousands of gallons of water per year for the average home. But
eco-friendly landscaping is not just about saving water. It is also about reducing the carbon
footprint of lawn maintenance. No mowers, no trimmers, no blowers. That means no gas
emissions and less noise pollution in the neighborhood.

There is also the question of materials. Modern artificial turf is made from recyclable
polyethylene, and some manufacturers are starting to offer take-back programs for old turf.



The best contractors are paying attention to these developments. They are choosing products
that can be recycled at the end of their life cycle instead of ending up in a landfill. That is a
consideration that did not exist ten years ago, but it is becoming more important to
homeowners who care about sustainability.

Practical Tips for Planning Your Outdoor Space
If you are thinking about converting your yard to synthetic grass and pavers, start with the
layout. Think about how you actually use the space. Do you entertain a lot? Do you have kids or
pets? Do you want a dedicated area for a putting green or a play set? The answers to those
questions will drive the design. A good landscape designer will ask you those questions before
they draw anything.

Here are a few things I have learned from watching projects go right and wrong:

Always invest in ground preparation. It is not glamorous, but it determines the
longevity of everything above it.

Choose turf with a face weight of at least 60 ounces per square yard for residential
use. Lighter turf wears out faster.

Make sure the paver joints are wide enough to allow for thermal expansion. In
California heat, pavers can expand and buckle if the joints are too tight.

If you have dogs, ask for pet-friendly turf with built-in drainage and antimicrobial
protection. It makes a real difference in odor and cleanliness.

Think about shade. Artificial turf can get hot in direct sun. If your yard gets full
afternoon sun, consider adding a shade structure or using a lighter color turf.

These are the kinds of details that separate a mediocre installation from a great one. A
contractor who brings up these points on their own is probably someone who has been doing
this long enough to know what matters.

The Value of Working With a Specialized Contractor
Landscaping is one of those trades where experience shows. A general handyman can lay
pavers and roll out turf, but the results are usually not the same as what a dedicated landscape
contractor can deliver. The difference is in the details: the way the seams are taped, the way
the edges are tucked, the way the base is graded. Those things add up to a finished product
that looks professional and lasts.

Pavers and Turf by O'Neill's Green Services has built its reputation on those details. They are
not trying to be everything to everyone. They focus on outdoor living spaces that combine
synthetic grass and hardscaping, and they do it well. That focus means they have the right



tools, the right materials, and the right subcontractors for every phase of the job. When you hire
a specialist, you are paying for the shortcuts they do not take.

I have seen too many projects where someone tried to save money by doing it themselves or
hiring the lowest bidder. A year later, the turf is wrinkling, the pavers are shifting, and the yard
looks worse than it did before. The cost of fixing those problems is almost always higher than
the cost of doing it right the first time. If you are investing in outdoor living spaces, invest in the
installation.

Final Thoughts on the Shift to Synthetic Lawns

The trend toward synthetic grass and hardscaping is not a fad. It is a response to real
pressures: water scarcity, busy lifestyles, and a desire for outdoor spaces that are usable
without constant upkeep. The technology behind artificial turf and weather-resistant materials
has reached a point where the trade-offs are minimal. You get a yard that looks green all year,
requires no water, and needs only occasional cleaning to stay fresh.

For homeowners in California, that is a compelling value proposition. The combination of a
well-installed low-maintenance lawn with functional hardscaping creates a yard that works for
real life. Whether you want a backyard putting green to practice your short game, a pet-friendly
turf area for the dogs, or a clean modern patio for entertaining, the fundamentals are the same:
good materials, proper ground preparation, and skilled installation. That is what separates a
space you use from a space you avoid.


