
How to plan a secure garden boundary that really
works
Planning a garden boundary is more than picking a style you like. A secure fence needs to keep
people out, keep children and pets in, and stand up to weather and wear over years. Rushing
the planning stage often leads to weak spots, wasted money, or disputes with neighbours.
Taking time to work through a few key checks before you buy anything saves trouble later.

Check where your boundary actually runs
Before you dig a single hole, confirm the legal boundary line. Many property deeds show a
general plan but not exact measurements. If you are unsure, talk to your neighbour and agree
the line. A mistake here can lead to arguments or even legal costs. If the boundary is unclear, a
surveyor can help. It is far cheaper to sort this out before the fence goes up than to move it
afterwards.

Choose the right fence height for security
Height matters for security. A fence under 1.2 metres is easy to step over. For a secure garden
boundary, 1.8 metres is a common choice. It is high enough to deter casual climbing while still
being practical for most gardens. Check local planning rules before you decide. In some areas,
front garden fences have height limits. Rear boundaries are usually more flexible, but it is
always worth confirming.

Taller fences also give more privacy, which can make your garden feel more enclosed and
private. Just bear in mind that a very tall fence in a small garden can feel oppressive. Balance
security with the feel of the space.

Pick the right materials for strength and longevity
Not all fencing materials offer the same level of security. Closeboard fencing is a strong
choice. It uses vertical boards fixed to horizontal rails, which makes it hard to climb and hard to
force apart. Fence panels are easier to install but can be weaker at the joints. If you choose
panels, look for those with thicker timber and reinforced edges.
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Fence posts are the backbone of any secure fence. A solid fence on weak posts will not last.
Pressure-treated timber posts set in postcrete are standard for domestic work. The concrete



holds the post firm in the ground and stops it rotting at the base. For extra strength, some
people use metal posts, but timber posts treated properly can last for many years.

Gate locks are an often-overlooked part of the boundary. A strong fence with a weak gate is an
open invitation. Choose a lock that suits how you use the gate. A padlock with a hasp is simple
and secure. A keyed latch is convenient for daily use. Whichever you pick, make sure the gate
hinges are heavy duty and fixed with bolts long enough to reach into the gate post.

Think about privacy screening alongside security
Privacy screening does more than block views. It also makes it harder for someone to see into
your garden, which can deter opportunistic theft. Many homeowners combine a solid fence
with trellis or slatted screens on top. Just be aware that adding height with trellis can create a
climbing point. If security is your main goal, keep the screening flush with the top of the fence.

For a clean look that still offers privacy, closeboard fencing with a gravel board at the bottom is
a good option. The gravel board stops gaps forming at ground level, which also prevents
animals from digging underneath.

Plan the gate position and access carefully
Where you put the gate affects how secure the boundary feels. A gate at the front of the house
is usually the main entry point. Make sure it opens inward or outward without hitting anything.
The latch should be out of reach from the outside if possible. For side gates, consider a self-
closing hinge or a lock that needs a key from both sides.

If you use the garden for parking or storing equipment, the gate needs to be wide enough for
that use. A narrow gate is awkward and can get damaged by items being forced through. Think
about future needs too. A gate that suits a pushbike now might not be wide enough for a
mobility scooter later.

Consider the ground conditions and drainage
Wet ground can undermine fence posts over time. If your garden has heavy clay soil, water sits
around the post base and accelerates rot. Using postcrete helps, but you also need good
drainage. A small gravel layer at the bottom of the post hole can help water drain away from
the timber.

On sloping ground, a stepped fence follows the slope without leaving big gaps underneath.
Each section of fence sits at a different level, with a small drop between panels. This keeps the
boundary secure all the way along. A racked fence, which follows the slope in a straight line,
can leave gaps at the bottom if not fitted carefully.



How to plan a secure garden boundary that really works

Check for access for installation
Think about how the fencing materials will get into the garden. Long fence panels and posts
need space to move. If your garden has a narrow side passage, you might need to use shorter
panels or have the materials delivered in sections. It is worth measuring the access route
before you order. Nothing is more frustrating than a delivery that cannot get past the side gate.

For larger gardens or commercial sites, access for machinery might be needed. If you are
hiring a professional installer, ask them about access early on. They can advise if any
obstacles need moving before work starts.

For homeowners in the local area, domestic fencing Burton contractors often deal with these
exact issues. Many properties in older parts of town have narrow access and established
boundaries that need careful handling. A good installer will work with what you have and
suggest practical solutions.

Think about long-term maintenance
A secure fence needs looking after. Timber fencing should be treated every few years to stop it
drying out and cracking. Check the posts for signs of rot at ground level. If a post starts to
move, replace it before it pulls the rest of the fence down. Metal fixings can rust, so use
galvanised or stainless steel screws and nails where possible.

Gate locks and hinges need occasional lubrication. A stuck latch is a security risk. If you
cannot close the gate properly, the boundary is not secure. A quick spray of WD-40 once a year
keeps things working smoothly.

If you have trees or large shrubs near the fence, keep them trimmed back. Branches rubbing
against the fence can wear down the timber and create gaps. Roots can lift fence posts over
time. It is better to plant shrubs a little further from the boundary than to have to move the
fence later.

Get the installation done right
Even the best materials fail if the installation is poor. Posts need to be set at the right depth,
usually about a third of their total length in the ground. The concrete needs time to cure before
you hang the fence panels. Panels should be fixed level and plumb, with no gaps at the joints.

If you are doing the work yourself, take your time on the post setting. It is the part that most
DIYers rush, and it is the part that causes most problems later. If you hire a professional, check
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their previous work or ask for references. A well-installed fence should stand straight for many
years.
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For anyone looking at domestic fencing Burton options, the same principles apply whether the
job is a small back garden or a larger property. Good planning, solid materials, and careful
installation are what make a boundary truly secure.

Final checks before you start
Walk the boundary line again. Make sure you have accounted for every section. Check that your
chosen materials match the level of security you need. Confirm that your gate locks are strong
enough for the gate size. And think about how the fence will look from the street, if that
matters to you.

A secure garden boundary does not have to be ugly. With the right planning, you can have a
fence that protects your home and looks good doing it.


