
If you’re a homeowner in Hampton-in-Arden or Meriden Green, you might already be feeling the unique
pressures that come with balancing your property ambitions against the area's planning rules and constraints.
With soaring house prices in Solihull, many residents weigh heavily the choice of extending their current homes
rather than relocating. But before picking up the hammer, it pays to understand the common planning issues
these areas face, typical cost expectations, and how Solihull Council planning checks can smooth your path.

Understanding the Solihull Price Gap and Its Impact on ‘Extend Not
Move’ Decisions
Recent data from the Office for National Statistics (ONS) make clear that the Solihull housing market is running
hot. According to their May 2026 local house price breakdowns, Hampton-in-Arden and Meriden Green show a
notable price gap compared to neighbouring boroughs. This essentially means moving to a bigger house nearby
often comes with a hefty price tag.

For many, this means extending the existing home is a more financially savvy route. However, extensions in these
areas are far from straightforward due to stringent planning and conservation constraints. The increased demand
for home improvement has boosted enquiries to local tradespeople, meaning many turn to platforms like
Checkatrade and MyJobQuote to find reputable extensions specialists who understand the local regulatory
landscape.

Common Planning Issues in Hampton-in-Arden and Meriden Green
Both Hampton-in-Arden and Meriden Green fall under Solihull Council’s jurisdiction, which enforces strict
planning rules that reflect the areas’ character and history. The main sticking points that frequently crop up are:



Conservation Area Constraints: Parts of Hampton-in-Arden are designated conservation zones. This means
extensions and alterations must respect architectural styles, materials, and overall streetscape impact. Even
minor changes can require detailed planning permission, and any façade updates typically face scrutiny.

Permitted Development Limits: While permitted development rights ease the approval process for many
householders across the UK, Solihull has specific local restrictions. These can limit the size, height, and
positioning of extensions—particularly in areas near listed buildings or special landscapes.

Pre-application Planning Enquiry Requirements: The council encourages residents to use their pre-
application enquiry service before submitting plans. This helps identify pitfalls early and can save months of
delays by flagging concerns about density, overshadowing, or parking.

Why Solihull Council Planning Checks Are Essential

Failing to conduct thorough Solihull council planning checks means risking planning refusal or costly redesigns.
This includes:

1. Verifying whether your extension falls under permitted development criteria or requires full planning
permission.

2. Checking if your property lies within a conservation area or near protected sites.

3. Submitting pre-application enquiries with draft plans for early feedback.

4. Understanding specific rules about eaves heights, materials, and neighbour consultation.

Extension Costs by Size and Type: Single vs. Two-Storey
Cost is always a major concern. When budgeting, one common oversight is failing to sanity-check costs per square
metre, which can lead to underestimations that derail projects. Based on industry averages, here’s a realistic
breakdown of typical extension costs for Hampton-in-Arden and Meriden Green:

Extension Type Size (sq m) Estimated Cost per sq m (Including VAT) Typical Total Cost Range (£) Single-storey rear
extension 20–40 £2,000 - £3,000 £40,000 - £120,000 Two-storey side/rear extension 40–60 £2,500 - £3,500
£100,000 - £210,000



These prices include professional fees, materials, interior finishing, and VAT—always confirm whether quotes
include VAT to avoid nasty surprises. Remember also to add a minimum 10–15% contingency to cover unexpected
challenges, solihullobserver.co a step many homeowners forget.

What People Forget to Budget For

Structural Reports & Surveyor Fees: Essential for two-storey extensions.

Party Wall Agreements: Crucial for semi-detached or terraced homes.

Temporary Accommodation or Relocation Costs: If work disrupts your living space.

Landscaping & External Works: Garden restoration, driveways, or fences.

Extended Planning Consultation Times: Especially in conservation areas.

Moving vs. Extending: The Hidden Costs of Choice
With Solihull prices high, moving might feel less appealing, but it’s important not to overlook costs that add no
extra living space yet dent your budget significantly:

Stamp Duty: As per ONS May 2026 figures, many properties here fall into stamp duty brackets that can add
tens of thousands to the purchase price.

Legal and Agent Fees: Solicitor services, valuations, and estate agent commissions add up quickly.

Survey Costs: You’re paying again for structural and pest surveys on a new property.

Moving Costs & Time: Hiring a removal company, setting up utilities, and potential double mortgage
payments.

Often the conclusion is that spending on an extension provides a better return on investment by adding real,
usable space to your current home—if you can nimbly navigate the Solihull council planning checks and get the
designs right the first time.

How to Use Online Tools and Services for a Smoother Process
In today’s digital age, you don’t have to face these challenges alone. Here’s how homeowners in Hampton-in-
Arden and Meriden Green can leverage available resources:

Solihull Council Pre-Application Enquiry: Before committing to designs or contracts, submit your proposal
online for early planning advice.

Planning Application and Permitted Development Checks: Online portals help you verify if your project
requires full permission or qualifies as permitted development. This confirms whether you’ll need to hire
planners or if self-certification is possible.

Checkatrade and MyJobQuote: Use these vetted supplier platforms to get quotes from experienced local
builders familiar with Solihull’s particular planning demands.

Final Thoughts: Navigating Conservation Area Constraints**

Conservation areas are the crown jewels of Hampton-in-Arden and
Meriden Green, but they also impose the strictest controls on what you
can build or alter. Getting your extension approved in these areas
requires not just understanding the rules but respecting them through

https://solihullobserver.co.uk/lifestyle/why-solihull-homeowners-are-extending-instead-of-selling-up/


sensitive design. If you’re unsure where to start, a combination of
preliminary research using Solihull council planning checks and expert
advice sourced via Checkatrade or MyJobQuote can make all the
difference between a smooth project and costly delays.

Allow yourself sufficient time and budget to manage this process
effectively, remembering that better upfront planning often saves
months and tens of thousands of pounds in the long run. With the
right approach, you can enjoy the best of both worlds: substantial
home improvements without the price and hassle of moving.

By tapping into the Office for National Statistics for the latest market
data, leveraging Solihull Council’s digital planning tools, and sourcing
trustworthy local tradespeople via platforms like Checkatrade and
MyJobQuote, Hampton-in-Arden and Meriden Green homeowners can
navigate planning challenges confidently and affordably.


