Michael Schafle and His Role in Asbestos
Litigation: A Client’s Guide

When a person is diagnosed with mesothelioma, the first question is often about treatment.
But the second question, and sometimes the more pressing one, is about how the exposure
happened. For many residents of eastern Pennsylvania, including those in the Steelton area,
the answer lies in decades of industrial work, military service, or living near aging buildings
where asbestos was used freely. Finding the right legal help becomes essential, and that is
where attorneys like Michael Schafle enter the picture.

Mesothelioma cases are not like other personal injury claims. They require detailed knowledge
of occupational exposure, product identification, and the long latency periods that make
evidence gathering hard. A lawyer who has handled these cases before understands the
burden that falls on the client. They also know how to track down the companies responsible,
even when the exposure happened forty or fifty years ago. That kind of experience matters.

Michael Schafle has built a reputation in asbestos litigation by focusing on the needs of

individuals and families. His approach combines legal strategy with a realistic understanding
of what clients are going through. When you are facing a terminal illness, the last thing you
need is a lawyer who treats you like a case number. The best mesothelioma attorneys treat
their clients as people first, and that mindset shapes every step of the legal process.

Why Asbestos Cases Are Different

Asbestos exposure causes diseases that take decades to appear. Mesothelioma can develop
thirty to fifty years after the first inhalation of asbestos fibers. By the time symptoms show, the
person may have worked at multiple jobs, lived in different homes, and lost track of where the
exposure occurred. This makes it hard to pin down liability. Unlike a car accident where the
cause is immediate, mesothelioma demands investigative work that goes back half a century.

Lawyers who handle these cases regularly develop networks of experts. They work with
industrial hygienists who can reconstruct a worksite from old blueprints and union records.
They talk to coworkers who remember the same dust-filled rooms. They also understand the
specific products that contained asbestos, from pipe insulation and boiler gaskets to brake
linings and floor tiles. Each piece of evidence builds a story that connects the diagnosis to a
specific manufacturer or employer.

Michael Schafle brings this kind of expertise to his practice. He has spent years learning how
to gather and present this evidence in a way that juries and insurance companies take
seriously. That matters because asbestos defendants rarely settle early. They fight hard, and
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they have their own experts. A lawyer who is not prepared for that fight may not get the full
compensation the client deserves.

The Steelton Connection

Steelton, Pennsylvania, has a long industrial history. The Steelton plant of the Pennsylvania
Steel Company, later part of Bethlehem Steel, employed thousands of workers over the years.
Asbestos was used heavily in steel mills. It insulated pipes, covered boilers, and protected
equipment from heat. Workers who handled these materials or simply worked nearby inhaled
fibers without knowing the danger. Family members also faced risk when workers brought
asbestos dust home on their clothes.

Even after regulations changed in the 1970s and 1980s, the damage was already done. The
people who worked in those mills now face mesothelioma and other asbestos-related
diseases. For them, finding a lawyer who understands the specific workplace conditions at
Steelton is a real advantage. An attorney who has handled cases in this region knows the local
plants, the unions, and the records that can prove exposure. That local knowledge can make
the difference between a weak case and a strong one.

What to Expect When You Hire a Mesothelioma Lawyer

The first meeting with a mesothelioma lawyer usually covers three things: medical history,
work history, and the legal options available. The lawyer will ask about every job you have held,
every military assignment, and any time you lived near a construction site or industrial area.
They will also ask about your health, your treatment plan, and your prognosis. This information
helps them decide which claims to pursue and against whom.

Most mesothelioma cases are handled on a contingency fee basis. That means you pay
nothing upfront, and the lawyer gets paid only if you win or settle. This arrangement makes
legal help accessible to families who are already dealing with high medical costs. It also aligns
the lawyer’s interests with yours. They only get paid when you do, so they are motivated to get
the best result possible.

The timeline for a mesothelioma case can vary. Some cases settle in a few months. Others go
to trial after a year or more. The lawyer’s job is to move the case as quickly as possible,
because time is something a mesothelioma patient does not have in abundance. Many courts
give priority to these cases for that reason. A good lawyer knows how to use those procedural
advantages.

How Michael Schafle Approaches Client Care



Michael Schafle is known for a hands-on style. He does not hand cases off to junior associates
and disappear. Clients and their families talk directly with him about the strategy, the evidence,
and the decisions that need to be made. That direct contact builds trust, which is essential
when the stakes are this high.

He also emphasizes communication. In a typical personal injury case, weeks can go by without
an update. In a mesothelioma case, that silence is unacceptable. His team provides regular
updates, answers questions promptly, and makes sure the client understands what is
happening at each stage. This approach reduces stress for the family and lets them focus on
what matters most: health and time together.

Another important aspect is the network of resources he offers. Beyond the legal work, he
connects clients with medical specialists, support groups, and financial planners who
understand the long-term costs of the disease. A mesothelioma diagnosis affects every part of
a person’s life, and the best lawyers treat it that way.

Common Questions About Mesothelioma Lawsuits

Many people hesitate to file a lawsuit because they do not want to go to court. They worry
about the stress of a trial, especially when they are already sick. The reality is that the vast
majority of mesothelioma cases settle before trial. The threat of a trial is often enough to push
defendants to negotiate. A lawyer who is ready to try a case, however, is in a much stronger
position than one who is not. That willingness to fight is part of what makes a good
mesothelioma attorney effective.

Another question is about the cost. As mentioned, contingency fees mean no upfront cost. The
fee is typically a percentage of the recovery, and it is capped by state law in some cases.
Clients should always ask about the fee structure before signing anything. A trustworthy lawyer
will explain it clearly.

People also ask about the statute of limitations. In Pennsylvania, the deadline to file a
mesothelioma lawsuit depends on when the disease was discovered. Because mesothelioma
has a long latency period, the clock usually starts ticking when the diagnosis is made, not
when the exposure happened. But the window is limited, usually two years from the date of
diagnosis. Acting quickly after diagnosis is important to preserve the right to compensation.

Choosing the Right Attorney

Not every personal injury lawyer can handle a mesothelioma case. The medical and scientific
complexity is too high. Even among attorneys who specialize in asbestos litigation, experience
levels vary. The best way to choose is to ask about their track record with mesothelioma



specifically. How many cases have they taken to trial? How many have they settled? What kind
of results have they gotten for clients with similar exposure histories?

Look for a lawyer who has handled cases involving the same industries or workplaces. If you
worked at a steel mill, a lawyer who knows steel mill operations will understand the evidence
better than one who only handles construction cases. Similarly, if you were in the Navy, a
lawyer familiar with shipyard asbestos exposure will have an advantage.

Michael Schafle’s practice covers a broad range of exposure settings, including industrial,
commercial, and military environments. His experience includes cases against manufacturers
of boilers, turbines, pumps, valves, insulation, and other products that contained asbestos.
That breadth means he can handle the varied exposure histories that come with a lifetime of
work in Pennsylvania.

Final Thoughts on Moving Forward

A mesothelioma diagnosis changes everything. The medical journey is hard enough without
adding legal stress. But pursuing a claim is not just about money. It is about holding
companies accountable for the harm they caused. It is about securing your family’s future
when you cannot be there to provide for them. And it is about making sure the same thing does
not happen to someone else.

If you or a loved one has been diagnosed with mesothelioma, take the time to find a lawyer
who truly understands the disease and the law. Ask questions, meet the team, and trust your
instincts. The right attorney will make the process clearer and less overwhelming. Michael
Schafle represents that kind of legal partner for many families in the Steelton area and beyond.
His work shows that skilled advocacy and genuine compassion can go hand in hand, even in
the most difficult circumstances.



