How to verify an online casino licence before you
play

Choosing an online casino can feel like a gamble in itself. With hundreds of sites competing for
attention, each promising generous bonuses and fast payouts, it is easy to focus on the offers
and forget the basics. One of those basics is checking that the casino actually holds a valid
licence from a recognised authority. A quick casino licence check can save a lot of trouble
later, but knowing what to look for and where to find the information is not always
straightforward.

Licensing is the foundation of trust in online gambling. A licensed operator has agreed to
follow specific rules about fair play, secure transactions, and responsible gaming. Without a
licence, there is no independent oversight, and the player has very little recourse if something
goes wrong. This guide explains how to verify a casino's licence, what the different regulators
mean for you, and what else a proper licence tells you about the site you are using.

Why licensing matters for players

An online casino licence is not just a piece of paper. It is a legal requirement in most reputable
jurisdictions, and it comes with conditions. The operator must keep player funds separate from
operating money, use tested random number generators for games, and submit to regular
audits. If a casino displays a licence number from a respected regulator, it is agreeing to be
monitored. That monitoring covers payout percentages, dispute resolution, and the fairness of
the games themselves.

For UK players, the most familiar regulator is the UK Gambling Commission. Casinos licensed
by the UK Gambling Commission must comply with the UK Gambling Act 2005, which sets
standards for remote gambling. A licence from the Commission means the site has been
assessed for financial stability, operational integrity, and player protection. It also means the
casino is subject to ongoing checks, including reviews of its complaints process and its
handling of customer funds.

Other well-known licensing bodies include the Malta Gaming Authority, the Gibraltar Gambling
Commissioner, and the Alderney Gambling Control Commission. Each has its own set of rules,
but all share the same basic goal: making sure the casino operates honestly. A licence from
any of these bodies is a good sign, though the level of consumer protection can vary slightly
between jurisdictions.

What a casino licence check should include



Running a casino licence check means more than just spotting a logo on the homepage. A

legitimate casino will display its licence number and the name of the regulator clearly, often in
the footer of every page. But seeing that information is only the first step. You should take the
following steps to confirm it is genuine.

First, visit the regulator's own website. Most regulators publish a searchable list of licensed
operators. Enter the casino's name or its licence number into that database. If the licence is
current, the regulator will show the date it was issued, the expiry date, and the scope of the
licence. Some regulators also list any disciplinary actions or fines against the operator, which
is useful information before you deposit any money.

Second, check that the licence covers the casino's actual activities. Some licences only cover
specific types of gambling, such as sports betting or casino games. If you plan to play slots
and the licence only covers sports betting, the casino may be operating outside its permitted
scope. That is a red flag. The licence details on the regulator's site will tell you exactly what the
operator is allowed to offer.

Third, look for an independent audit seal like the eCOGRA seal. eCOGRA is an independent
testing agency that audits online casinos for fair gaming and player protection. Casinos with
the eCOGRA seal have their payout percentages and random number generators tested
regularly. The seal is not a substitute for a government licence, but it adds an extra layer of
assurance. You can verify the seal on the eCOGRA website by entering the casino's name.

What a valid licence tells you about payouts and fairness

A valid licence is a strong indicator that the casino pays out reliably. Licensed operators are
required to keep enough funds to cover all player balances at all times. They cannot use player
deposits for operational costs or investment. This segregation of funds is audited by the
regulator, so if you win, the money should be there when you request a withdrawal.

Licensed casinos also publish their payout percentages, often expressed as a return-to-player
(RTP) rate. These figures are not just marketing claims. They are verified by the regulator or by
an independent tester. A high RTP does not guarantee you will win, but it does mean the games
are programmed to return a fair share of stakes over time. If a casino cannot show its RTP or
refuses to have it audited, that is a warning sign regardless of what the bonus offer looks like.

The licensing jurisdiction matters here too. Some regulators require more frequent audits and
stricter fund separation than others. For example, the UK Gambling Commission and the Malta
Gaming Authority both have rigorous standards for player fund protection. The Gibraltar
Gambling Commissioner also enforces strict rules, though the jurisdiction is smaller. The key is
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to know which regulator the casino uses and to confirm that the regulator has a good
reputation for enforcement.

Red flags that a licence check can catch

Not every site that claims to be licensed actually is. Some operators display fake licence
numbers or logos. Others use the name of a regulator that does not exist. A thorough casino
licence check is the best way to spot these tricks. If the licence number does not appear on the
regulator's website, or if the regulator has no record of the casino at all, do not play there. It is
that simple.

Another warning sign is a licence from a jurisdiction with weak oversight. Some online casinos
register in places where the gambling laws are loose and enforcement is minimal. A licence
from such a jurisdiction is better than no licence, but it offers much less protection. Stick with
casinos licensed by well-known regulators that have a history of active enforcement. The extra
effort of verifying the licence is worth the peace of mind.

Also watch for casinos that mention a licence but hide the details. If you have to dig through
terms and conditions or send an email to find the licence number, the operator may be trying to
avoid scrutiny. A transparent casino puts its licence information front and centre. If it does not,
treat that as a potential problem.

How to perform a quick check yourself

You do not need to be a gambling expert to verify a licence. The process takes only a few
minutes. Here is a simple routine to follow before you sign up or deposit any money.

e Find the licence number and regulator name on the casino's website, usually in the
footer or the "About Us" section.

e Go to the regulator's official website and look for a licence search or register page.
e Enter the licence number or the casino's name and confirm that the details match.

e Check the expiry date and the scope of the licence to make sure it covers the games
you want to play.

e Look for any additional seals of approval, such as eCOGRA, and verify those on the
seal provider's website.

If everything matches, you can be confident that the casino is operating legally and under
oversight. If something does not add up, move on to another site. There are plenty of licensed
casinos to choose from, and the time spent on this check is nothing compared to the hassle of
dealing with an unlicensed operator later.



Licensing and safer gambling features

A proper licensing framework also supports safer gambling. Regulators require licensed
casinos to offer tools that help players stay in control. These include deposit limits, time-out
sessions, self-exclusion options, and clear information about the risks of gambling. A casino
that takes its licence seriously will have these features prominently available in the account
settings. If a site lacks basic safer gambling tools, that is another reason to question whether
its licence is genuine or whether it is being properly enforced.

Some players assume that all online casinos are the same, but the difference between a
licensed site and an unlicensed one can be huge. The licensed site has agreed to independent
oversight, fair games, and player protection. The unlicensed site operates in a legal grey area,
and if it decides not to pay, there is very little you can do about it. That is why a simple casino
licence check before you commit any money is one of the most sensible habits you can
develop as an online gambler.

Remember that licensing is not a one-time event. Regulators conduct ongoing reviews, and a
casino can lose its licence if it fails to comply. It is worth checking the licence status
periodically, especially if you have been using the same site for a while. A current licence is a
sign that the casino is still playing by the rules. If the licence has expired or been revoked, you
will want to know that before you deposit more money.

In short, a few minutes of verification can save you from a lot of frustration. Know your
regulator, check the licence number, and look for independent audits. That combination gives
you the best chance of a fair and safe experience. And if a site does not make that information
easy to find, consider it a reason to look elsewhere. The best casinos are proud of their
licensing and want you to know about it.



