
Michael Schafle: A Dedicated Advocate for
Mesothelioma Victims
When a mesothelioma diagnosis comes, it changes everything. It is not just a medical
problem. It is a legal and financial challenge that can feel overwhelming. People need someone
who knows the law inside and out. They also need someone who understands what they are
going through. That is where a lawyer like Michael Schafle comes into the picture.

Mesothelioma is a rare and aggressive cancer caused by asbestos exposure. It often takes
decades to show up. By the time symptoms appear, the damage is done. Victims and their
families face mounting medical bills, lost income, and immense emotional strain. The legal
system offers a path to compensation, but it is not a simple one. Each state has its own rules.
Deadlines are strict. Evidence must be gathered carefully. That is why choosing the right lawyer
matters so much.

Michael Schafle works with mesothelioma victims in Pennsylvania and beyond. His practice
focuses on helping people who have been exposed to asbestos, often through their work in
construction, shipyards, factories, or power plants. He knows the industries where asbestos
was common. He understands the companies that used it. And he knows how to build a case
that gets results.

Why Local Knowledge Matters in Asbestos Cases
Asbestos litigation is not uniform across the country. Different states have different statutes of
limitations. Some states have trust funds set up by bankrupt asbestos companies. Others
require specific forms of evidence. Pennsylvania has its own set of laws and court procedures.
A lawyer who knows the local courts, judges, and opposing counsel can navigate these waters
much better than someone from out of state.

Michael Schafle is based in Norristown, Pennsylvania. That location is strategic. Norristown is
the county seat of Montgomery County, but the firm serves clients all across the state. Being
local means the firm can file cases in the right venues and meet deadlines without scrambling.
It also means they can meet with clients face to face when needed. For families dealing with a
serious illness, that personal connection matters.

The Human Side of the Work
Lawyers sometimes get a bad reputation. But in mesothelioma cases, the work is deeply
human. Clients are often in their sixties, seventies, or eighties. They worked hard their whole
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lives. They did not know they were breathing in dangerous fibers. Now they are fighting for time
and for their family's future.

Michael Schafle takes the time to listen. He asks about the client's work history, where they
lived, and what products they used. He pieces together the timeline of exposure. He tracks
down old employment records and product lists. He works with medical experts to link the
asbestos to the diagnosis. The goal is to build a clear story that a judge or jury can understand.

One client worked as a pipefitter at a refinery in the 1970s. He handled insulation that
contained asbestos every day. He did not wear a mask. No one told him it was dangerous.
Forty years later, he got the diagnosis. Michael Schafle helped him file a claim against the
manufacturers of that insulation. The case settled before trial, giving the family some peace of
mind in a difficult time.

How Asbestos Exposure Happens
Asbestos was used in thousands of products for most of the 20th century. It was cheap,
fireproof, and strong. Workers in many trades were exposed:

Construction workers who cut and installed asbestos cement sheets, roofing, and
flooring

Shipyard workers who built and repaired naval vessels lined with asbestos insulation

Factory workers who made brake pads, gaskets, and textiles containing asbestos

Power plant and refinery workers who maintained boilers and pipes wrapped in
asbestos

Mechanics who worked on brakes and clutches in cars and trucks

Family members were also exposed. Asbestos fibers clung to work clothes and were brought
home. Secondhand exposure caused illness in spouses and children. These cases are harder
to prove, but they are still valid. Michael Schafle handles those too.

The Legal Process for Mesothelioma Claims
Filing a mesothelioma claim involves several steps. First, the lawyer gathers the client's work
history and medical records. Then they identify the companies that made the asbestos
products the client used. Many of those companies have gone bankrupt. Some set up trust
funds to pay claims. Others are still operating. The lawyer must figure out which source of
compensation is available.

Next comes the filing. The complaint must be filed in the right court within the statute of
limitations. In Pennsylvania, the time limit is two years from the date of diagnosis or death.



That is not a lot of time when a family is dealing with treatment and care. That is why it is
important to contact a lawyer as early as possible.

Discovery follows. Both sides exchange information and take depositions. The client may be
deposed, which means answering questions under oath. A good lawyer prepares the client for
this. The lawyer also takes depositions of company representatives and experts.

Most mesothelioma cases settle before trial. But some go to trial. A trial requires presenting
evidence to a jury and arguing for a verdict. Michael Schafle has trial experience. He is not
afraid to take a case to court if the settlement offer is too low.

Compensation in Mesothelioma Cases
The amount of compensation depends on many factors. The severity of the illness, the level of
exposure, the strength of the evidence, and the defendant's ability to pay all play a role. Typical
damages include medical expenses, lost wages, pain and suffering, and loss of consortium for
the spouse. Punitive damages are sometimes awarded if the defendant acted recklessly.

Settlements and verdicts can range from hundreds of thousands to millions of dollars. Each
case is unique. A lawyer like Michael Schafle evaluates the case honestly and advises the
client on what to expect. He does not promise a specific amount. He works to get the best
result possible.

What Sets Michael Schafle Apart
There are many mesothelioma lawyers out there. Some are national firms that advertise
heavily on television. Others are smaller local practices. Michael Schafle offers a combination
of local knowledge and experienced advocacy. He is accessible. Clients can talk to him directly,
not just to a paralegal or intake specialist. He treats each case with the attention it deserves.

He also stays current with changes in asbestos law. The legal landscape shifts as new cases
are decided and new regulations come into play. He attends seminars and reads court rulings.
He adapts his strategy to fit the current rules.

One thing that stands out is his willingness to travel to meet clients. If a client is too sick to
come to the office, he goes to their home or the hospital. That kind of flexibility makes a
difference when someone is battling cancer.

Taking the First Step
If you or a loved one has been diagnosed with mesothelioma, the first step is to get medical
care. The second step is to talk to a lawyer. Many mesothelioma lawyers offer free



consultations. They can explain your rights and options without any pressure.

When you meet with Michael Schafle, you can expect a straightforward conversation. He will
ask about your work history and medical situation. He will explain how the legal process works
and what you need to do. He will be honest about the challenges and the possibilities. You can
decide whether to move forward or not.

Time is not on your side in these cases. The statute of limitations runs out. Witnesses
memories fade. Documents get lost. Acting quickly preserves the best chance for a fair
outcome.

Michael Schafle has dedicated his career to helping people harmed by asbestos. He
understands the science, the law, and the human cost. For families in Pennsylvania facing a
mesothelioma diagnosis, he is a resource worth knowing about.

No one expects to get mesothelioma. It is a shock. But with the right legal help, families can
focus on what matters most: health, time together, and building a future after the loss.


