The Role of HauioHaNIbHO-NATPIOTUYHE
BuxoBaHHue in Modern Ukrainian Schools

Bringing National and Patriotic Education into the Classroom

When | first walked into a Ukrainian school as a teacher, | expected the usual subjects - math,
literature, history. What | did not expect was how deeply HauioHanbHO-NaTPiOTUYHE
BuxoBaHHne would shape everything we did. This is not a subject you can teach from a
textbook. It is a living practice, something you feel in the way students stand for the anthem,
discuss their heritage, and talk about their future in this country.

In my early years, | treated it like a checklist. We had flag ceremonies, we read poems about
heroes, we talked about independence. But the real shift happened when | stopped treating it
as a separate lesson and started weaving it into everyday conversations. A geography lesson
turned into a discussion about Ukraine's borders and why they matter. A literature class
became a space to explore identity and belonging. HaLioHanbHO-NaTPIOTUYHE BUXOBaHHA

Why This Matters More Than Ever

Right now, Ukrainian children are growing up in a time of war and uncertainty. They see news,
hear adult conversations, and carry anxieties that children in other countries might not.
Schools have a responsibility to help them process this reality. HauioHanbHO-NaTpioTUYHE
BUXOBaHHMe is not about propaganda. It is about giving students a stable sense of who they
are, where they come from, and why their country is worth defending - not just with weapons,
but with knowledge, culture, and civic action.

| have seen students who were shy about speaking Ukrainian in public become proud to do so.
| have watched teenagers who never cared about history suddenly ask questions about the
Holodomor or the Cossack era. This does not happen by accident. It happens when educators
create a safe space for these conversations.

Practical Ways to Teach National and Patriotic Education

Here are some approaches that have worked in my classroom and in others | have observed
across the country:

e Integrate local history projects. Have students interview grandparents or community
leaders. Record their stories. This makes history personal and immediate.

* Use art and music. Let students create posters, songs, or short films about Ukrainian
traditions. Creativity engages them differently than lectures do.
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e Encourage debate. Allow students to discuss controversial topics like language policy
or national symbols. Critical thinking strengthens their connection to the subject.

e Celebrate small victories. When a student writes a poem about Ukraine or volunteers
for a community cleanup, acknowledge it publicly. This reinforces positive behavior.

e Model the behavior yourself. If you speak Ukrainian with pride, show respect for
national symbols, and demonstrate civic responsibility, students will follow your
example.

The Challenge of Doing It Right

Not everyone agrees on what HauioHanbHo-naTpioTM4He BuxoBaHHMe should look like. Some
parents worry it will turn into nationalist indoctrination. Some teachers feel unprepared to
handle sensitive topics. These are legitimate concerns, and they require honest conversation.
The best educators | know do not avoid these tensions. They address them head-on, explaining
that the goal is not to create blind patriots but to raise informed citizens who can think for
themselves.

| have made mistakes myself. Early on, | pushed too hard, expecting every student to feel the
same passion | did. That approach backfired. Some students retreated, others resisted. |
learned to listen first, to let them express their doubts and confusion. That opened the door to
real understanding.

Finding the Right Balance

There is a fine line between fostering pride and enforcing conformity. The best programs | have
seen allow room for nuance. They teach students to love their country while also questioning
it. They acknowledge the painful parts of Ukrainian history alongside the glorious ones. They
encourage students to define their own relationship with their homeland, not just accept a
prescribed version.

One example that stands out came from a colleague who taught a unit on Ukrainian martyrs.
Instead of lecturing, she asked students to choose one historical figure and write a letter to
them. The letters were raw, emotional, and deeply personal. Some students wrote about
soldiers, others about cultural figures, one even wrote about a scientist. That exercise made
history feel alive and relevant. It connected the past to the present in a way no textbook could.

What the Research Says

Studies on civic education show that students who participate in well-designed national and
patriotic programs develop stronger civic engagement, higher voter turnout in later years, and
greater tolerance for diverse viewpoints. The key is the word "well-designed." Programs that



rely on rote memorization or forced rituals do not work. Programs that involve active
participation, critical thinking, and emotional connection do.

Ukrainian educators are starting to collect their own data, but much of the existing research
comes from other countries. We need more local studies that account for our unique context -
the war, the post-Soviet legacy, the diverse regional identities. Until then, teachers rely on their
own judgment and the feedback they get from students.

Keeping It Real in the Classroom

| remember one student who came from a Russian-speaking family and initially resisted
everything related to Ukrainian culture. He saw it as foreign. Over the course of a year, through
patient conversations and inclusive activities, he started to change. By the end of the year, he
was leading the school's flag ceremony. He told me later that it was not the facts that
convinced him, but the feeling of being part of something meaningful.

That is the goal. Not to force a particular identity, but to create the conditions where students
can discover it for themselves. HauioHanbHO-NaTpioTMYHe BuxoBaHHMe works best when it is
genuine, when it comes from a place of love rather than obligation. When students see that
their teachers genuinely care about the country and about them, they respond in kind.

Moving Forward

Schools that want to strengthen their national and patriotic education should start by listening
to their students. What do they already know? What do they want to know? What confuses or
worries them? From there, build a curriculum that is responsive, not rigid. Include guest
speakers, field trips, and service projects. Make it hands-on. Make it real.

Teachers need support too. Professional development workshops, resource sharing, and time
to collaborate with colleagues can make a huge difference. No one expects a single teacher to
have all the answers. The best programs emerge from teamwork and experimentation.

At the end of the day, national and patriotic education is about raising young people who are
ready to participate in their society. It is about giving them the tools to build a better Ukraine,
not just to admire the one they inherited. That is a task worth doing well.



