How "®oTtoanb6omu MicTa" Preserve the Soul of
Ukrainian Urban Life

| have spent the last decade documenting the everyday life of my hometown. Not the tourist
shots of monuments or the perfectly staged holiday decorations, but the quiet corners, the
morning queues at the bakery, the way the light falls on an old courtyard in October. For a long
time | kept these images on my phone, shared a few on social media, and thought that was
enough. Then | discovered something that changed how | think about urban memory: the
deliberate, community-driven practice of creating what locals call "doToanb6omu micTta". These
are not just digital folders or scrapbooks. They are living archives that capture the texture of a
city as it actually lives and breathes.

What Makes a City Album Different from a Photo Collection

Most of us have thousands of photos on our devices. We take them without thinking, scroll
past them without seeing, and rarely return to them with intention. A proper photo album of a
city demands more. It requires selection, order, and a sense of narrative. The people who build
"doToanbbomMum MmicTa" are not just photographers. They are editors, historians, and storytellers
rolled into one. They decide which moments matter, which storefronts deserve remembering,
and which faces represent the character of a neighborhood.

| first saw this done well in a small community group that focused on the old market district.
The album they created did not list every building or include every event. Instead, it followed
the route of a single street over the course of a year. Each season brought new details: the mud
of spring, the awnings going up in summer, the stacks of pumpkins in autumn, the bare
branches in winter. That album told me more about the district than any official guide ever
could.

The Practical Value of City Photo Albums

When | started my own project, | realized that building a meaningful "dboTtoans6omu micta"
takes more than just taking pictures. You need to decide on a scope. A single street, a specific

year, a particular type of business, or the changing skyline from one vantage point. Without a
clear focus, the album becomes a random pile of images that does not communicate anything.

For my first serious attempt, | chose the main pedestrian avenue in my city. | shot it every
Saturday morning for six months, always at the same hour. The results surprised me. The
street looked different each time, not because the buildings changed, but because the people
did. The same benches hosted different conversations, the same cafe door let out different
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smells, the same pavement reflected different weather. That album became a diary of the
avenue's rhythm. It was not about architecture. It was about life.

This kind of project also serves a practical role for local historians and planners. When a city
changes, people forget what used to be there. A well-made photo album preserves the memory
of what was lost. | have seen albums that document demolished buildings, closed factories,
and renamed streets. These images become primary sources for future researchers. They offer
evidence that cannot be found in official records or maps.

How to Start Your Own City Album

If you want to create a "¢oTtoanb6omu micta" for your own city, you do not need expensive
equipment or professional training. The most important tools are consistency and a clear idea.
Here are a few approaches that | have seen work well:

¢ One street, one year. Pick a street that matters to you. Photograph it at the same time
and place every week. Watch how the light, the people, and the details shift over the
seasons.

¢ A specific trade or craft. Focus on the last remaining workshops, repair shops, or
bakeries in your area. These businesses often disappear without anyone noticing.

* Neighborhood transitions. Choose a block that is about to be redeveloped. Document
it before, during, and after the change. The contrast is often stark and revealing.

Each of these methods works because it sets a limit. The limit forces you to look more
carefully. You stop trying to capture everything and start paying attention to what is actually
there.

Digital and Physical: Two Sides of the Same Effort

Most modern city albums exist online. Social media groups, dedicated websites, and shared
cloud folders make it easy to contribute and access images. | have participated in several
online archives where dozens of people upload their old family photos of the same
neighborhood. These collective albums often reveal a richer story than any single photographer
could produce. One person has the shot of the 1990s market, another has the 2000s
renovation, and a third has the 2010s demolition. Together, they create a timeline that no
official record can match.

But | have also come to appreciate the physical album. Printing photographs, arranging them
on pages, and writing captions by hand forces a different kind of engagement. The physical
object has weight and presence. It can be passed down, displayed on a coffee table, or lent to
a neighbor. | have seen old printed albums in local libraries that still get checked out by



schoolchildren doing projects. That kind of longevity is rare for digital files, which can be lost
when a hard drive fails or a platform shuts down.

The ideal approach combines both. Use a digital platform for sharing and collecting, but also
commit to printing a small edition every few years. That way the album survives regardless of
technological changes.

What a City Album Reveals About Community

When you look at a well-made city album, you start to notice patterns. The same bench
appears in multiple shots, always with different people. The same tree grows and changes. The
same shop sign fades and gets replaced. These repetitions reveal the hidden rhythm of urban
life. They show that a city is not a collection of buildings but a stage for countless small human
dramas.

The people who contribute to these albums often develop a stronger sense of belonging. |
have watched strangers become friends because they both submitted photos of the same
intersection. They argued about which angle was better, then laughed about how much the
intersection had changed. That kind of connection happens naturally when people share a
visual record of their shared space.

In a time when cities are changing faster than ever, "doTtoans6omu micta" offer a way to hold
onto what matters. They are not nostalgia trips. They are acts of attention and care. They
remind us that the places we live in are not just backdrops for our lives but active participants
in our stories.

If you have not started your own album yet, consider this a gentle push. Pick a street, pick a
time, and start shooting. The images you take today will mean more to someone ten years
from now than you can imagine.



