Measure The Opening First, Then The Door

For a replacement to work, the numbers that matter are tied to the opening, the jamb, and the clearance around

the unit, not just the visible door.

Older homes, especially, often have openings that are close to standard size but not quite true, and that small

difference can affect the whole job.
Start by deciding whether you are replacing a slab, a prehung door, or an entire frame assembly.

You want to work with a tape measure, a notepad, a level, and if possible a helper who can hold the tape steady.

How To Measure Width, Height, And Depth Correctly

If the opening is not perfectly square, the narrowest measurement is the one window installation that matters

most.

Next measure the height on both sides and at the center, from the threshold or finished floor to the top of the

opening.

For depth, measure the thickness of the wall and jamb area so the frame and trim can be matched correctly.
An experienced company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

A good measurement set should tell the truth about the opening, not just the easiest number to write down.

Prehung units usually need extra room for shimming, leveling, and insulation around the frame.

A Few Spots People Forget To Check

If the threshold is worn, uneven, or sitting too high, a new door may look fine yet still drag or leak air.

Also look at the strike side and hinge side for plumb and square.

Different Door Types Need Different Numbers
The way you measure depends on whether you are replacing a front entry door, a back door, or a patio door.

If the slab is replacing like for like, the frame opening may stay in place, but the hardware still has to line up

precisely.

For a prehung exterior door, measure the rough opening width and height, then verify wall thickness and any

trim limitations.
Patio doors deserve special attention because the frame is wider, heavier, and more dependent on a level sill.

Because there are two active leaves and a center meeting point, a slightly out-of-square opening can show up

immediately in the gap between the doors.

Local Conditions That Affect Door Measurements

A frame that measured well in spring can shift slightly by late summer, and a door that once shut cleanly may

start sticking.
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This is why homeowners sometimes ask why do doors stick in Dallas homes during summer.
The goal is controlled clearance, not brute force.
Damaged framing can change the final dimensions once rotten material is removed.

The only reliable numbers are the ones taken from the actual structural opening.

Final Checks That Save Time And Money

Those details matter just as much as width and height, especially if the replacement needs to match an existing

opening and lockset.
Photos give an installer context that numbers alone cannot provide.

If the existing door has been hard to close, drafty, or visibly warped, do not assume the new one will behave the

same way once installed.

Good measurement work does more than protect the order, it protects the installation and the final performance
of the door.



