
How to Register a Litter of Designer and Hybrid
Breed Puppies
If you have bred a litter of designer or hybrid breed puppies, you already know the paperwork
side of things can feel less exciting than watching those tiny paws stumble around the
whelping box. But getting the official records in order matters more than most first-time
breeders realize. The process of documenting each puppy and the litter itself protects your
reputation, helps new owners, and supports the long-term health of the breeds you love.
Understanding exactly how to register a litter is the first step toward doing right by every puppy
you bring into the world.

Why Registration Matters for Designer and Hybrid Breeds
Many people assume that only purebred dogs belong in a stud book or on a pedigree
certificate. That is not true anymore. The American Kennel Club and the United Kennel Club
both have pathways for certain hybrid and designer breeds, especially as those breeds gain
recognition and build their own breed standards. The Fédération Cynologique Internationale
also accepts some emerging breeds over time. Even if your chosen registry is a specialized
service for designer and hybrid breeds, the principle remains the same: a registered litter gives
each puppy a documented lineage and a verifiable identity.



Beyond the paperwork, registration is a promise of accountability. When you register a litter,
you are telling potential puppy buyers that you stand behind the health testing, the breeding
choices, and the care you provided. It also makes it easier for owners to participate in canine
health research, microchip recovery services like AKC Reunite, and breed-specific health
screening through the Canine Health Information Center or the Orthopedic Foundation for
Animals.

What You Need Before You Begin
Before you sit down to fill out forms, gather the documentation that every registry will ask for.
The requirements vary slightly depending on which organization you choose, but the core items
are consistent across the American Kennel Club, the United Kennel Club, the Canadian Kennel
Club, The Kennel Club in the UK, and private registries for designer breeds.

Proof of ownership or lease for the dam and the sire, including their registration
numbers

Results from recommended health screenings, especially hip and elbow evaluations
from the Orthopedic Foundation for Animals and eye exams from the Canine Health

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oSEXUNTBPPQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oSEXUNTBPPQ
https://www.designerkennelclub.com/register-litter


Information Center

A completed breeding contract or co-ownership agreement if the sire is owned by
someone else

Microchip numbers for the dam and each puppy, ideally implanted before the
registration application is submitted

DNA testing results from an approved lab such as PawPrint Genetics or Embark
Veterinary, if required by the registry

Some registries now require DNA testing to confirm parentage before they accept a litter
registration. That is a good thing. It reduces fraud and gives buyers confidence that the
pedigree certificate they receive is accurate. The cost of DNA testing through PawPrint
Genetics or Embark Veterinary is modest compared to the peace of mind it provides.

The Step-by-Step Process to Register a Litter
The actual procedure for registering a litter is more straightforward than most breeders expect,
provided you have everything ready. Start by logging into your account on the registry's
website. If you are working with a service that specializes in designer and hybrid breeds, the
interface may be simpler than the larger traditional registries, but the data fields are similar.

You will enter the registered names and numbers of the sire and dam, the date of birth, the
number of puppies born, and the breed or cross description. Some registries let you specify the
exact hybrid cross, such as Goldendoodle or Cockapoo, while others use broader categories.
Be honest and precise here. Misrepresenting the breed cross can cause problems later if a
buyer tries to register the puppy with a different organization.

After the basic details come the health records. Upload your certificates from the Orthopedic
Foundation for Animals, the Canine Health Information Center, or any other approved screening
bodies. If the registry requires DNA parentage verification, attach those results as well. This is
the part where many breeders stall out, but it is worth the effort. A complete health profile
makes your litter more attractive to serious buyers who plan to show, compete, or breed the
puppies themselves.



Once you submit the application, there is usually a review period. The registry checks the
information against its database, verifies the health records, and confirms that both parent
dogs are in good standing. After approval, you receive a litter registration number. That number
becomes the foundation for each individual puppy registration. You can then assign each
puppy a name, enter its microchip number, and issue individual registration certificates to the
new owners.

Puppy Registration vs Litter Registration
It helps to keep the two processes separate in your mind. Litter registration is the step where
you register the litter as a whole with the parent information and birth details. Puppy
registration happens after that, when each puppy gets its own identity within the registry. Some
breeders complete both steps at once, but you can also register a litter first and handle the
puppy registrations later as the puppies go to their new homes.

If you are selling puppies across borders, be aware that the Canadian Kennel Club and The
Kennel Club have different rules about importing registered dogs. The Fédération Cynologique
Internationale also has its own standards for recognizing litters from non-member registries. If
you plan to export a puppy, check the destination country's requirements before you register a
litter. It is easier to choose a compatible registry upfront than to re-register a litter later.



Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them
The most frequent error I see from new breeders is waiting too long. Many registries have a
deadline for submitting a litter registration, often within a few months of the birth. If you miss
that window, you may have to pay late fees or provide additional documentation to prove the
parentage. Do not put it off. Fill out the application while the birth details are still fresh in your
mind.

Another mistake is neglecting the breeding contract. If you used a stud dog owned by
someone else, the sire's owner must sign off on the litter registration. Without that signature,
the registry may reject your application. Have that conversation before the breeding takes
place, not after the puppies are born. A clear breeding contract protects both parties and
makes the registration process smoother.

Some breeders also forget to check the registry's list of approved DNA testing labs. Using a lab
that is not recognized, even a reputable one like Embark Veterinary or PawPrint Genetics, can
cause a delay if the registry requires results from a specific provider. Always confirm the
requirements before you order the tests.

Health Testing and Its Role in Registration
Health testing is not just a box to tick for the paperwork. It is the single most important thing
you can do to improve the quality of the puppies you produce. The Canine Health Information
Center and the Orthopedic Foundation for Animals maintain public databases where anyone
can look up the health clearances of a dog's parents. When you register a litter, those
clearances become part of the permanent record.

Buyers are more educated than ever. Many of them check those databases before they commit
to a puppy. If your sire and dam have passing scores from the Orthopedic Foundation for
Animals and current eye certifications from the Canine Health Information Center, that
information adds real value to the puppies. It also reduces the likelihood of a buyer returning a
puppy later due to a preventable genetic condition.

DNA testing through Embark Veterinary or PawPrint Genetics can identify carriers of recessive
disorders that are common in certain designer and hybrid breeds. Knowing those results
before you breed helps you avoid producing affected puppies. And when you register a litter
with those results attached, you set a standard of transparency that benefits the entire
breeding community.

Choosing the Right Registry for Your Litter



Not all registries are created equal, and the best choice depends on your goals. If you are
breeding a hybrid that the American Kennel Club recognizes through its Foundation Stock
Service, that may be the right path. The United Kennel Club also offers registration for many
designer breeds. The Canadian Kennel Club and The Kennel Club have their own criteria. For
breeders focused exclusively on designer and hybrid breeds, a specialized registry may offer
more flexibility and a better fit for the breed standard you are working toward.



Consider what your puppy buyers will need. If most of your puppies stay in the United States, a
registry that is compatible with AKC Reunite and other domestic services makes sense. If you



sell internationally, look for a registry whose litters are recognized by the Fédération
Cynologique Internationale or that has reciprocity agreements with other countries.

Do not choose a registry solely based on price. The cheapest option may not provide the
documentation or credibility that serious buyers expect. A reputable registry with transparent
requirements and good customer support is worth the extra cost.

Final Thoughts on the Process
Breeding a litter of designer or hybrid puppies is a big responsibility. The paperwork is just one
part of it, but it is the part that connects your work to the larger world of canine health,
pedigree tracking, and responsible ownership. When you take the time to register a litter
properly, you give each puppy a documented start in life and you give yourself a record of your
breeding program that you can look back on with pride.

Whether you are working with the American Kennel Club, the United Kennel Club, or a registry
built specifically for designer and hybrid breeds, the principles are the same. Gather your
documents, complete the health testing, and submit the application promptly. Your future self
and your puppy buyers will thank you.


