Michael Schafle, Esq.: A Trusted Advocate for
Mesothelioma Victims in Jeannette, PA

Understanding the Fight for Justice After an Asbestos Diagnosis

Few things change a person's life as quickly as a mesothelioma diagnosis. The news often
arrives without warning, turning a routine medical visit into the start of a difficult journey.
Patients and their families suddenly face overwhelming medical decisions, financial strain, and
the emotional weight of a serious illness. In these moments, finding the right legal advocate
can make a world of difference.

| have spent years working alongside families in western Pennsylvania who are navigating
asbestos-related claims. The legal landscape here is complex, shaped by state-specific
statutes and a deep history of industrial asbestos use. That is why having someone like
Michael Schafle, Esq. on your side matters. His practice focuses on the exact challenges
mesothelioma victims face, from identifying liable parties to securing compensation that
covers treatment, lost income, and pain and suffering.

The Local Reality of Asbestos Exposure in Jeannette

Jeannette, Pennsylvania, sits in Westmoreland County, an area with a long industrial past.
Factories, power plants, and railroad yards used asbestos-containing materials for decades.
Workers in these settings often breathed in microscopic fibers without knowing the danger.
Family members also faced secondary exposure when workers brought those fibers home on
their clothing or skin.

| recall a case involving a former machinist from a local plant. He had worked there for thirty
years, retired, and then received a devastating diagnosis nearly a decade later. By the time he
sought legal help, the company that manufactured the asbestos products had closed. His case
required careful investigation to trace the exposure back to specific suppliers and equipment.
This kind of detective work is standard for Michael Schafle, Esq., who understands how to
build a claim even when the original employer no longer exists.

Why Experience in Mesothelioma Law Matters

Not every personal injury lawyer can handle an asbestos case well. Mesothelioma claims
require specialized knowledge of medical science, occupational history, and product
identification. A general practitioner might miss key evidence or fail to file within the strict
deadlines set by Pennsylvania law. The statute of limitations for asbestos claims in


https://mesotheliomalawyerjeannettepa.com/

Pennsylvania is two years from the date the plaintiff knew or should have known their illness
was caused by asbestos. That window closes fast.

Experienced attorneys also understand the value of a claim. Mesothelioma treatment costs
can exceed hundreds of thousands of dollars. Compensation must cover not only current
medical bills but also future care, lost wages, and the diminished quality of life. Michael
Schafle, Esq. has handled these calculations repeatedly, negotiating settlements that account
for the full scope of a victim's losses. He knows when to push for a trial verdict and when a
settlement offers the best path forward for a family.

The Role of Trust Funds and Bankruptcies

Many asbestos manufacturers filed for bankruptcy years ago as claims mounted. This created
special trust funds set up by court order to pay current and future victims. Each trust has its
own filing rules and deadlines. Some require proof that the claimant worked at a specific
location during a particular time period. Others demand medical documentation showing a
clear link between the asbestos product and the diagnosis.

Navigating these trusts is not something a general lawyer would do every day. It requires
familiarity with trust distribution procedures and the ability to gather old employment records,
union documents, and witness statements. | have seen families lose their chance at
compensation simply because their attorney missed a filing deadline or submitted incomplete
paperwork. That is why | always recommend working with a lawyer who focuses on asbestos
litigation. Michael Schafle, Esq. brings that focused experience to every case.

What a Consultation Looks Like

When a family first contacts a mesothelioma attorney, they are often scared and unsure about
the process. The best attorneys recognize this and handle initial consultations with sensitivity.
The meeting typically covers three things: the patient's medical history, the work history, and
any known exposure to asbestos. The lawyer listens more than they talk, gathering details that
will form the backbone of the case.

| have sat in on several of these consultations. The tone is professional but warm. The attorney
explains the legal process in plain language, without overwhelming the family with jargon. They
answer every question honestly, including the hard ones about how long the case might take
and what happens if the patient passes away before it resolves. In Pennsylvania, the estate can
continue the claim, but that is a difficult conversation to have. A good lawyer handles it with
care.

Medical Evidence and Expert Witnesses



A strong mesothelioma case relies on medical evidence. The diagnosis must come from a
qualified physician, ideally one who specializes in asbestos-related diseases. Chest X-rays, CT
scans, and pathology reports all play a role in confirming the illness. Expert witnesses, such as
industrial hygienists and occupational medicine doctors, then help the court understand how
the exposure happened and why it caused the disease.

Building this evidence takes time and money. Reputable firms front these costs, knowing they
will recoup them from the settlement or verdict. Families should never have to pay out of
pocket for expert reports or court filings. Michael Schafle, Esq. operates on a contingency fee
basis, meaning his firm gets paid only if the client recovers compensation. This arrangement
aligns the lawyer's interests with the client's and reduces financial stress during an already
difficult time.

Common Questions Families Ask

Over the years, | have heard the same questions again and again. Some of the most frequently
asked ones include:

¢ How long will the case take? Most claims settle within 12 to 18 months, but trials can
take longer.

e Can | file a claim if the person who was exposed has already died? Yes, the estate can
file a wrongful death claim within the two-year window.

e Do | need to travel to Jeannette for the case? Not necessarily. Many meetings and
court appearances can be handled remotely or near your home.

e What if | do not know exactly where the exposure happened? An experienced attorney
can investigate your work history and identify likely sources.

These questions reflect the real uncertainty families face. A straightforward answer from a
knowledgeable attorney can provide immediate relief.

The Importance of Acting Quickly

Time is not on your side after a mesothelioma diagnosis. The disease progresses on its own
schedule, and the legal system has its own deadlines. Waiting even a few months can mean
losing the right to sue. That is why | always tell families to call a lawyer as soon as they receive
a diagnosis or even suspect exposure caused their illness. An initial consultation costs
nothing, and it gives you the information you need to make informed decisions about your
future.

Michael Schafle, Esq. has helped numerous families in Jeannette and the surrounding region
file timely claims. He understands the local courts, the defense attorneys, and the tactics



insurance companies use to delay or deny payment. That local knowledge, combined with
deep experience in asbestos litigation, makes him a valuable ally in the fight for justice.

If you or a loved one is facing mesothelioma in western Pennsylvania, do not wait. Reach out to
a lawyer who knows the territory and has the skills to handle your case. The right advocate can
make this difficult journey a little lighter.



