Michael Schafle, Esq.: A Trusted Advocate for
Mesothelioma Victims in Kingston, PA

When a family faces a mesothelioma diagnosis, the weight of the situation extends far beyond
medical appointments. There are questions about how the exposure happened, who might be
responsible, and what legal options exist. In Northeastern Pennsylvania, especially around
Luzerne County, people often look for counsel who understands both the law and the local
landscape. That is where a straightforward, experienced attorney makes a real difference.

Few things feel more isolating than a cancer diagnosis tied to asbestos exposure. You might
have worked at a power plant, a shipyard, or an older industrial site in the region. Perhaps you
lived near a facility that used asbestos-containing materials. The connection between your
illness and a specific product or employer is not always obvious. That is why having a lawyer
who digs into the facts matters. Michael Schafle, Esq. has built a practice around helping
mesothelioma patients and their families navigate this complex area of law.

Why Local Knowledge Matters in Asbestos Litigation

Asbestos cases are different from most personal injury claims. The exposure often happened
decades ago. The companies that made or used the products may have gone through
bankruptcies, mergers, or name changes. Witnesses move away or pass on. Records get lost.
A lawyer who knows the local courts, the local industries, and the local medical community can
move faster and more efficiently.

Kingston, Pennsylvania sits in the heart of a region with a long industrial history. Railroads, coal
mining, manufacturing, and power generation all relied on asbestos for insulation and
fireproofing. Many workers in the Wyoming Valley spent years in environments where asbestos
fibers were in the air every day. Even family members who washed work clothes faced
secondary exposure. Michael Schafle, Esq. understands these patterns because he has

handled cases from this area for years. He knows which employers operated here, which
products were common, and how to gather evidence from sources that might not exist in other
parts of the country.

Beyond the facts, there is the human side. A lawyer who lives and works in the same
community as his clients can offer a level of comfort and trust that a firm from across the
state cannot easily replicate. You can sit down in his office, talk face to face, and know that the
person handling your case understands your neighborhood, your concerns, and the local court
system.

The Practical Steps in a Mesothelioma Claim


https://mesotheliomalawyerkingstonpa.com/

Mesothelioma litigation follows a path that is both predictable and highly case-specific. The
first step is always the interview. You or your family member will discuss work history, military
service, home renovation projects, and any other possible sources of asbestos exposure. This
is not a quick form. It takes time to piece together a timeline that might span forty years.

Once the sources are identified, the legal team begins building the case. This involves
obtaining employment records, product identification data, and expert testimony from
industrial hygienists and medical specialists. In many instances, the key is showing that a
specific manufacturer knew about the dangers of asbestos and failed to warn workers. That is
where decades-old internal memos and industry documents become critical. A skilled attorney
knows how to locate and use those materials.

Michael Schafle, Esq. coordinates with medical experts to document the diagnosis and its
connection to asbestos. He also works with vocational experts to calculate lost wages and the
impact on earning capacity. The goal is to build a complete picture of what the client has lost
and what the future might look like. That includes not just medical bills but the pain of
watching a loved one suffer, the loss of companionship, and the financial strain on the family.

Statutes of Limitations and Filing Deadlines

One of the most common mistakes people make is waiting too long to act. Pennsylvania has a
statute of limitations for personal injury claims, including mesothelioma. The clock usually
starts ticking from the date you were diagnosed or, in a wrongful death case, from the date of
death. Missing that deadline can bar you from recovering any compensation at all. That is why
an early consultation is vital. Even if you are not sure whether you have a case, a lawyer can
explain the timeline and preserve your rights.

There are also special rules for cases involving military veterans. Veterans who were exposed
to asbestos during service may have claims against the federal government through the
Department of Veterans Affairs, as well as claims against private manufacturers. The VA
benefits process runs separately from a lawsuit, and an experienced attorney can help you
pursue both avenues simultaneously. Michael Schafle, Esq. has experience working with
veterans and their families to maximize the compensation available from all sources.

What to Look for in a Mesothelioma Lawyer

Not every personal injury lawyer handles asbestos cases. The field requires specific knowledge
of product identification, medical causation, and the procedural quirks of asbestos litigation.
Some attorneys focus exclusively on these claims and have built extensive libraries of
corporate documents and deposition transcripts. Others handle them as part of a broader



practice. The important thing is to find someone who has actually taken cases through trial or
reached substantial settlements for clients in similar situations.

Experience in the local courts is another advantage. Judges and opposing attorneys in Luzerne
County know the local rules and the local culture. A lawyer who appears regularly in those
courts can navigate scheduling, discovery disputes, and settlement conferences more
smoothly than someone who flies in from another state. Michael Schafle, Esq. is based in
Kingston, Pennsylvania, and handles cases in the surrounding counties. That local presence
means he can meet with clients at their convenience, respond quickly to court deadlines, and
maintain relationships with local medical providers who serve as expert witnesses.

Communication and Transparency

Legal cases can take months or even years to resolve. During that time, you need to know what
is happening. A good lawyer will keep you informed about key developments, explain
settlement offers in plain language, and answer your questions without charging for every
phone call. You should never feel like you are in the dark. When you hire Michael Schafle, Esq.,
you are hiring someone who treats your case with the same urgency and attention he would
give his own family.

Another consideration is the fee structure. Most mesothelioma lawyers work on a contingency
basis, meaning they only get paid if you recover money. The percentage varies, but the
agreement should be clear and in writing. You should also know what costs, such as filing fees
or expert witness fees, might come out of your recovery. A reputable attorney will explain all of
this upfront.

The Human Element: More Than a Legal Case

Mesothelioma does not just affect the lungs. It affects the whole family. Spouses become
caregivers. Children step in to help with daily tasks. Financial plans unravel. The emotional toll
is enormous. A lawyer who understands this dynamic can make the process less stressful. He
can recommend support groups, connect you with financial planners, and simply be a steady
presence when things feel overwhelming.

| have seen how much it means to a family when their lawyer takes the time to listen. Not to
interrogate, but to hear the story. That story becomes the foundation of the case, but it is also a
way to honor the person at the center of it. Michael Schafle, Esq. approaches each case with
that mindset. He knows that behind every diagnosis is a parent, a grandparent, a spouse,
someone who worked hard and played by the rules. The goal is to make sure they are treated
fairly by the legal system.



Getting Started: The First Step

If you or a loved one has been diagnosed with mesothelioma and you live in or around
Kingston, Pennsylvania, the best thing you can do is pick up the phone. A consultation with
Michael Schafle, Esq. costs nothing. You will walk through the basic facts, get answers to your
immediate questions, and learn what the next steps might look like. There is no pressure to
commit to anything. You are simply gathering information so you can make an informed
decision.

Bring any documents you have: medical records, employment history, military service records,
and any notes about when and where you might have been exposed. Even if you do not have
much, come anyway. The conversation itself often triggers memories that help build the case.
And if it turns out that you do not have a viable claim, you will at least have peace of mind
knowing you explored your options.

Mesothelioma is a devastating disease, but you do not have to face it alone. With the right
legal guidance, you can focus on your health and your family while someone else handles the
fight for justice. That is the kind of support that Michael Schafle, Esq. provides every day to
clients in Kingston and throughout Northeastern Pennsylvania.



