
What a St. Louis Home Radon Test Reveals About
Your Property
When you are buying or selling a home in the St. Louis area, the inspection list can feel
endless. Most people remember the roof, the foundation, and the HVAC system. But the
invisible threats are the ones that catch you off guard. Radon gas is a prime example. It has no
smell, no color, and no immediate symptoms, yet it is the second leading cause of lung cancer
in the United States according to the Environmental Protection Agency. A proper st louis home
radon test is not just a box to check. It can be the difference between a safe living space and a
costly health liability.

Why Radon Is a Real Concern in St. Louis
The geology under St. Louis and St. Louis County contains naturally occurring uranium that
decays into radon gas. This gas seeps up through the soil and can enter a home through
cracks in the foundation, gaps around pipes, and even through the water supply. The EPA has
placed much of the region in Zone 1, meaning predicted average indoor radon levels are at or
above the action level of 4.0 picocuries per liter. That is not a theoretical risk. It is a measurable
reality for thousands of homes.

If you have lived in the area for years, you might assume your home is fine because you have
never noticed a problem. But radon does not announce itself. The only way to know is to run a
test. That is where a st louis home radon test becomes essential, especially during a real
estate transaction when the stakes are high for both parties.

Short-Term Tests vs. Long-Term Tests
There are two main approaches to measuring radon, and each serves a different purpose. A
short-term radon test typically lasts between two and seven days. It gives you a quick
snapshot of the radon levels in the home. These tests are common during home inspections
because they fit into the typical inspection contingency period. You place a test canister or a
digital device in the lowest lived-in level of the house, leave it undisturbed, and then send it to a
lab or read the results immediately.

The drawback is that radon levels can fluctuate day to day based on weather, barometric
pressure, and how often the windows are open. A short-term test catches what is happening
right now, but it might miss seasonal spikes. For a buyer trying to close on a house, that
snapshot is usually enough to decide whether to proceed or ask for radon mitigation.

https://stlouishomeradontest.com/


A long-term radon test, on the other hand, runs for more than 90 days and provides a more
accurate annual average. This is a better option for homeowners who want to know their actual
exposure over time. But during a real estate transaction, waiting three months is rarely
practical. That is why the short-term approach is the standard for property transfers.

Continuous Monitors Change the Game
Traditional test canisters are passive devices. You set them out, leave them alone, and later
mail them to a lab. They work, but they keep you in the dark until the lab report arrives. That
can be nerve-wracking when you are trying to meet a contract deadline. A continuous radon
monitor changes that dynamic entirely.

Companies like Air Sense Environmental use instruments such as the Airthings or Safety Siren
models. These devices run on a lithium battery and feature a digital display that shows real-
time readings. You can see the radon levels change hour by hour. If a storm rolls in and the
pressure drops, the monitor will show you exactly how that affects the indoor air. For buyers,
this transparency builds trust. For sellers, it provides immediate proof that levels are
acceptable or a heads-up that they need to address a problem before the deal falls through.

The continuous monitor also reduces the chance of a false high reading. With a passive test
canister, a single day of closed windows and low pressure can skew the result. A continuous
monitor samples the air every hour and averages the data over the test period. That average is
much harder to dismiss as a fluke.

Radon Maps and Local Patterns
The EPA publishes a radon map of the United States, and St. Louis County sits squarely in the
red zone. But a map is not a guarantee. Two houses on the same street can have very different
radon levels depending on soil composition, foundation type, and even the presence of a
basement. I have seen a home in Ladue test at 2.5 pCi/L while the house next door registered
8.5 pCi/L. The map tells you to expect elevated levels, but only a st louis home radon test tells
you what your specific property is dealing with.

This variability is why most home inspectors and real estate agents in the region include radon
testing as a standard part of the home inspection process. They know that assuming low
radon is a gamble no one should take. A test kit is inexpensive compared to the cost of radon
mitigation, which can run several thousand dollars for a sub-slab depressurization system.

What Do You Do With the Results?
If the test shows radon levels below 4.0 pCi/L, the EPA recommends considering mitigation but
does not require it. Many buyers accept the result and move forward. If the level is above 4.0,



mitigation is strongly recommended. Radon mitigation systems typically involve sealing cracks
in the foundation and installing a vent pipe with a fan that pulls the gas from under the house
and releases it above the roofline. These systems are effective and can bring levels down to
well below the action level.

When I work with clients, I also remind them that mitigation is not a one-time fix. The system
needs maintenance, and the radon levels should be retested every two years or after any major
renovation. A long-term radon test after mitigation provides peace of mind that the system is
working.

Choosing the Right Radon Test Kit or Service
You can buy a radon test kit at a hardware store for around 15 to 30 dollars. These are usually
short-term test canisters from brands like Safety Siren or Airthings. They work, but they require
you to follow the instructions carefully. You must keep the house closed for at least 12 hours
before the test and throughout the test period. That means no opening windows, no running
attic fans, and no using window air conditioners. Mistakes invalidate the test.

For a real estate transaction, most buyers and sellers prefer to hire a professional. Services like
Air Sense Environmental bring a continuous radon monitor to the property, set it up correctly,
and return after the test period to retrieve it and provide a printed report. The professional
approach removes the risk of user error and provides results that both parties can trust. It also
speeds up the timeline because the results are available immediately after the test period
ends, not days later when the lab processes the canister.

The Bottom Line
Radon is a serious health hazard, and St. Louis is one of the areas where it is most common. A
st louis home radon test is the only reliable way to know if your home has elevated radon
levels. Whether you use a passive test canister or a continuous radon monitor with a lithium
battery and digital display, the important thing is to test. During a real estate transaction, a
professional test from a company like Air Sense Environmental can keep the deal moving
smoothly and give everyone confidence in the air quality. After the sale, periodic retesting
ensures that your mitigation system or your home's natural radon levels remain low. It is a
small investment in time and money for a significant return in health and safety.


