
The Role of Ukrainian Schools in Warsaw:
Language, Identity, and Community
When families move to a new country, one of the first things they think about is education. For
Ukrainian families in Warsaw, this often means finding a place where children can keep
learning their native language and stay connected to their culture. The idea of a "українська
школа у Варшаві" is not just about classes and homework. It represents a bridge between two
worlds, a way for children to grow up knowing where they come from while also adapting to life
in Poland.

Over the past few years, the number of Ukrainian children in Warsaw has grown significantly.
Some families arrived for work, others for study, and many more after 2022. The Polish school
system has been welcoming, but not every child finds it easy to switch to a new language
overnight. Parents worry about their kids losing fluency in Ukrainian, or feeling disconnected
from their heritage. That is where community-led schools step in.

What Ukrainian Schools in Warsaw Offer
These schools are usually weekend or after-school programs. They are not full-time
replacements for Polish public schools, but supplements. Children attend regular Polish
classes during the week, then spend a few hours on Saturday or Sunday studying Ukrainian
language, literature, history, and sometimes geography. The goal is to keep the language alive
and give kids a space where their background is the norm, not the exception.

One thing I have noticed is how much effort goes into making these lessons feel relevant.
Teachers do not just lecture from textbooks. They bring in poems by Lesya Ukrainka, talk about
traditions like Malanka or Ivan Kupala, and encourage kids to write stories about their own
experiences. This approach helps children see their heritage as something living, not just
something from the past.

Finding the Right Fit
Not every Ukrainian school in Warsaw is the same. Some are run by religious organisations,
others by cultural associations or groups of parents. The curriculum can vary quite a bit. A few
schools follow the official Ukrainian Ministry of Education program, which means students can
get credits that transfer back to Ukraine. Others are more informal, focusing on conversation
and cultural activities.

Choosing between them depends on what a family needs. If a child might return to Ukraine in a
few years, the official program makes sense. If the main goal is just to keep speaking Ukrainian



at home, a relaxed community group might work better. There is no single right answer. What
matters is that the option exists at all, and that parents have a choice.

Challenges Schools Face
Running a Ukrainian school in Warsaw is not easy. Finding affordable space is a constant
struggle. Most groups rent classrooms from Polish schools or community centres, which
means they operate on weekends when those buildings are empty. That limits the schedule
and sometimes means moving locations from year to year.

Teachers are another challenge. Many are volunteers or people who work full-time jobs during
the week. They are dedicated, but burnout is real. A few schools have managed to get funding
from Ukrainian government programs or Polish local grants, but most run on parent fees and
donations. The financial side is fragile.

There is also the question of how to keep older students engaged. Teenagers often feel torn
between their parents' culture and the one they live in every day. A Ukrainian school that works
for a seven-year-old might feel babyish to a fourteen-year-old. Some schools have started
offering advanced literature discussions, debate clubs, or even history projects that look at
Poland and Ukraine together. It is a work in progress.

Why This Matters Beyond the Classroom
The impact of a "українська школа у Варшаві" goes beyond language skills. Children who
attend these schools tend to feel more confident about their identity. They make friends who
share similar experiences. Parents also benefit by meeting other families in the same situation,
sharing advice, and building a support network.

I have talked to mothers who say that Saturday school is the highlight of their child's week. Not
because of the grades, but because their kid finally gets to be in a room where everyone
speaks Ukrainian and knows what a borscht is without asking. That sense of belonging is hard
to measure, but it matters a lot.

There is also a practical side. Bilingual children often perform better academically in the long
run. Knowing Ukrainian well helps them learn Polish faster, because the two languages share
grammar structures and vocabulary. It also keeps open the door to universities and jobs in
Ukraine later on.

How Families Can Get Involved
For anyone new to Warsaw who is looking for a Ukrainian school, the first step is usually asking
around. Facebook groups for Ukrainian parents in Warsaw are very active. People post

https://ciekawawarszawa.ueuo.com/user/cwrictszmr


recommendations, share contact information, and warn each other about waiting lists. Some
schools have websites, but not all are updated regularly, so word of mouth is still the most
reliable way.

Here are a few things to consider when choosing:

Location and travel time. Weekend traffic in Warsaw can eat up a lot of time.

Class size. Smaller groups mean more attention, but also higher fees.

Curriculum focus. Official transferable credits vs. cultural enrichment.

Age range. Some schools only go up to a certain grade.

Teacher qualifications. Ask about experience and background checks.

It is also worth visiting a class before committing. See how the teacher interacts with the kids,
and whether the atmosphere feels supportive or strict. Every family has different expectations,
and finding the right fit makes all the difference.

The Bigger Picture
Warsaw has become a hub for the Ukrainian diaspora in Poland. The city's schools, both public
and community-led, are adapting to this reality. The presence of a "українська школа у
Варшаві" is a sign of a community that wants to stay connected to its roots while building a
life abroad. It is not about rejecting Poland, but about adding a layer of identity that children
can carry with them wherever they go.

As the community grows, these schools will likely evolve. More resources, better training for
teachers, and maybe even official recognition from the Polish education system could come in
time. For now, they fill a gap that no other institution can. They give children a place to learn
who they are, in their own language, on their own terms.


