A realistic two car garage cost for a 12,000-BTU mini split can land between $1,800 and $2,500 for a DIY-
friendly project—but that range depends on what you include. It generally assumes you buy the equipment,
handle the basic mounting and finish work yourself, and do not need major electrical upgrades. A new dedicated
circuit, difficult wall penetration, longer refrigerant piping, or professional installation can push the total above that

range.

Before buying a 12k btu garage mini split, check that 12,000 BTU is appropriate for your actual garage. Garages
often lose more heat than interior rooms because of leaky doors, uninsulated slabs, and frequent opening. A
common starting point is to size a garage system about 30% to 50% higher than an interior-room estimate, then
adjust for insulation, ceiling height, climate, and how you use the space. That is a planning rule—not a substitute

for a room-by-room load calculation or the manufacturer’s sizing guidance.

What the $1,800 to $2,500 DIY Range Usually Includes

For a straightforward installation, the total typically combines the mini-split system with mounting, condensate
drainage, line-cover or finish materials, and a few basic tools or supplies. It may also include a modest allowance

for electrical materials, but not necessarily the cost of an electrician or a panel upgrade.

Cost item Typical planning range What can change the cost 12,000-BTU mini-split equipment $900-$1,600 Brand,
cold-weather performance, included line set, controls, and warranty Condenser pad or wall brackets $50-$200
Ground conditions, snow clearance, vibration isolation, and mounting hardware Line-set cover, drain, sealant, and
small materials $100-$300 Route length, wall construction, and how much finishing is needed Electrical materials
or electrician $0-$800+ Voltage, existing circuit capacity, distance from panel, permits, and local labor rates Tools,
vacuum or installation service, and incidentals $0-$300+ System type, included components, and whether you

own the required tools

These are budgeting allowances, not a quote. Equipment prices and local electrical costs vary, and an advertised
“DIY" price may not include every item needed for a complete installation. Confirm what comes in the box,
whether the refrigerant line set is included, and what the warranty requires. If the line set is longer than the
supplied length, do not assume extra line can simply be coiled behind the outdoor unit. Follow the manual’s limits

and routing instructions; excess or improperly installed refrigerant piping can affect operation and serviceability.

Will a 12K BTU Unit Actually Heat and Cool a Two-Car Garage?

A typical two-car garage may be around 400 to 600 square feet, but square footage alone can be misleading. A
12,000-BTU system may be a reasonable candidate for a well-insulated, average-height garage in a moderate
climate. It may be undersized for a tall, drafty garage in a cold-winter area, especially if you expect it to recover
quickly after the overhead door has been open.



Use the garage—not a bedroom—as the sizing reference

Interior-room BTU charts are a poor fit for garages. A garage has a large overhead door, often has less insulation
and air sealing, and may have an uninsulated concrete slab. Start with the room’s dimensions, then account for the
conditions that increase heating and cooling load. The 30% to 50% adjustment over an interior-room estimate is a

useful cautionary range, but it should not be applied blindly to a manufacturer's garage-specific recommendation.

* Insulation: Check the ceiling, exterior walls, garage door panels, and the perimeter seal. Improving the door
seal can matter as much as adding equipment capacity.

® Ceiling height: A 10- or 12-foot ceiling contains more air than a standard-height room and can make heat
stratification more noticeable.

* Door use: Frequent opening dumps conditioned air and lets outdoor air into the space. A mini split is not

designed to instantly restore temperature after repeated door openings.
* Climate: Heating performance and capacity at low outdoor temperatures matter in cold-winter locations.
Look beyond the headline BTU rating.

¢ Use of the garage: A workshop with people, tools, and heat-producing equipment has different loads and

comfort needs from a storage-only garage.

For heating, check the manufacturer’'s capacity at the outdoor temperatures your area actually experiences. Some
systems lose heating capacity as temperatures fall. If your garage is poorly insulated or you need reliable warmth
during severe cold, a 12K unit may not meet expectations even if its nominal rating sounds sufficient. Insulation

and air sealing are often the more economical first upgrades.

Zone Air vs. MRCOOL for a DIY Garage Installation

When comparing Zone Air and MRCOOL, focus less on the name on the box and more on the specific model,
installation method, and support available for that exact system. Product lines change, and two systems from the

same seller or manufacturer can have different voltage, line-set, low-temperature, and warranty requirements.

What to compare with Zone Air



Review the model's submittal sheet and installation manual before ordering through Zone Air. Confirm the
system'’s rated capacity, electrical requirements, included line-set length, and minimum outdoor operating
temperature. Ask whether the price includes the indoor and outdoor units, remote or controls, mounting
hardware, and any required installation accessories. Also verify where warranty service is handled and whether the

warranty has conditions related to installation or commissioning.

What to compare with MRCOOL

MRCOOL is known for DIY-oriented mini-split options, including models designed around pre-charged quick-
connect line sets. That can make some installations more accessible to homeowners, but “DIY” does not mean
every step is simple or that every model avoids electrical work. Check the exact model's instructions for line-set
handling, torque requirements, leak checks, condensate routing, and any restrictions on line-set length or bends.

Electrical wiring must still match the nameplate and manual.
Whichever option you choose, compare these points side by side:

® Rated heating and cooling capacity at relevant outdoor temperatures

® SEER2 and HSPF2 ratings, plus the conditions behind those ratings

* Voltage, minimum circuit ampacity (MCA), and maximum overcurrent protection (MOCP)
® Included line-set length and permitted routing or extension options

® |nstallation requirements, warranty terms, and access to technical support

® Whether the outdoor unit can be installed with adequate service and snow clearance

Price alone can make momhomeguide a system look like a better deal than it is. A unit with a lower sticker price
may need additional electrical work, a line-set extension, or paid service to meet the manufacturer’s installation

requirements. Read the manual before treating any DIY kit as a complete project.

115V Plug-In or 230V Dedicated Circuit?

Some smaller mini splits are designed for 115V power, while many 12,000-BTU systems require 230V. Do not
assume that a standard household receptacle will work just because it is nearby. The unit's nameplate and

installation manual—not the room size or product listing headline—determine its electrical requirements.

When a 115V model may make sense

A 115V system may be convenient if the specific model is rated for that voltage and its circuit requirements can be
met. A plug-in unit must still be connected to an appropriate receptacle and circuit. Do not use an extension cord,
power strip, or an existing garage outlet without verifying circuit capacity and the manufacturer's instructions.
Garage receptacles may share a circuit with lights, tools, or other loads, and local electrical rules may impose

additional requirements.

When a 230V circuit is the better fit

A 230V mini split typically needs a properly sized, dedicated branch circuit and a suitable disconnect near the
outdoor unit. The required breaker size is not something to guess: use the unit's MCA and MOCP values and
follow local code. A breaker that is too large, an undersized conductor, or a shared circuit can create a safety

hazard or cause nuisance trips.

Before purchase, check the electrical panel for available capacity and space, then have a qualified electrician assess

the installation if you are unsure. The cost of a new circuit can vary substantially with panel location, wire route,
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wall access, permit requirements, and whether the panel needs upgrades. That is one of the biggest reasons a
project can exceed the $1,800 to $2,500 DIY range. DIY-friendly refrigerant connections do not make electrical

work optional.

SEER2, HSPF2, and What the System Costs to Run

SEER2 measures seasonal cooling efficiency, while HSPF2 measures seasonal heating efficiency under standardized
test conditions. In general, higher ratings indicate more efficient operation, but the rating is not a promise of a
particular monthly bill. Actual energy use depends on local weather, setpoint, insulation, air leakage, equipment

sizing, and how many hours you run the unit.
A simple way to estimate operating cost is:
Estimated cost = electricity use in kilowatt-hours x your utility’s price per kilowatt-hour.

Use the manufacturer's performance data and an energy calculator if you want a more grounded estimate.
Compare systems at similar capacity and check heating output at low outdoor temperatures—not just the best-
looking efficiency number. In a garage, air sealing and insulated doors can reduce run time and improve comfort,

while a frequently opened door can erase some of those savings.

Outdoor Placement: Condenser Pad or Wall Brackets?

A condenser pad is usually the straightforward ground-mounted option when there is stable, level space. It should
support the unit, allow drainage, and be placed according to the manufacturer’s clearance requirements. In snowy
climates, consider expected snow depth and drifting; a unit buried in snow cannot move air properly and may be
difficult to service.

Wall brackets can raise the condenser above snow or free up ground space, but the mounting surface must be
structurally sound. Use brackets rated for the unit's weight, follow the specified clearances, and account for
vibration and service access. Neither a pad nor brackets should block airflow or put the condenser where roof
runoff, falling ice, or vehicle impact is likely. Keep the line-set route practical and follow the manual rather than

hiding extra tubing in a tight coil behind the unit.



How to Keep the Project Near $2,500

1. Measure and inspect first. Record garage dimensions, ceiling height, insulation, door condition, and

outdoor-unit location.

2. Verify the load. Use garage-appropriate sizing guidance and consider a professional load calculation if the

space is unusually tall, leaky, or exposed to severe cold.

3. Read the model-specific manual. Confirm voltage, circuit requirements, line-set limits, drainage details, and

cold-weather performance before ordering.

4. Get electrical pricing early. If a dedicated circuit is needed, ask a licensed electrician for a quote before
setting the project budget. Angi can be one place to research local contractor pricing, but compare written,

scope-specific estimates.

5. Price the complete setup. Include a condenser pad or wall brackets, line-set cover, drain routing, sealant,

disconnect, and any required permit or service.

6. Improve the garage envelope. Seal the overhead door and insulate the ceiling or door where practical. This

can make a properly sized system feel more effective.

Bottom Line

A $1,800 to $2,500 DIY budget is realistic for some uncomplicated 12,000-BTU garage mini-split projects when
equipment and basic materials are included and the electrical setup is already suitable. It is not a guaranteed
installed price. A new 230V dedicated circuit, difficult mounting, or professional installation can raise the two car

garage cost considerably.

For a 12k btu garage mini split, make sizing and electrical requirements the first decisions—not afterthoughts.
Account for the garage's insulation, ceiling height, door use, and winter design temperatures; compare SEER2 and
HSPF2 alongside low-temperature capacity; and verify the exact model's circuit specifications. That homework is

what separates a plausible budget from a frustrating surprise.



