A solid wood front door can look beautiful for years, yet Dallas sun pushes it hard. The first clues are rarely

dramatic. A tight latch, a rubbed paint edge, or a hairline split can be the start of a bigger problem.

What The Sun Does To A Wood Front Door

Wood is a natural material, so commercial doors Dallas TX Windows of Dallas it keeps responding to its
environment long after installation. The sun can heat the face of a dark-stained door far more than the shaded

side, and that uneven stress is one reason doors distort.

It is not only the temperature that matters. UV light wears down stain and clear coat, then the exposed wood
loses moisture unevenly. If the sun bakes one face while the interior side stays cooler, the door does not shrink

evenly, and that imbalance shows up as warp.

Doors that face west often age faster because they absorb the strongest late-day heat, which is exactly when

exterior surfaces get hottest.

Why Wood Doors Crack, Split, Or Warp

Cracking usually starts in the finish, then spreads into the wood if the surface is left unprotected. Once the door is
no longer true, you usually notice rubbing at the top corner, extra force needed to close it, or daylight sneaking

in around the edges.

A few common conditions make the damage show up sooner in local homes: 1. Direct sun with little shade on
the entry. 2. Dark paint or stain that absorbs heat. 3. A finish layer that has cracked, peeled, or worn thin. 4. Poor
door overhangs that leave the slab exposed to rain and sun. 5. Existing moisture issues that cause uneven

swelling and shrinking.
Sometimes homeowners think the door itself is bad, when the real problem is the frame or surrounding trim.

That kind of check is important because the fix depends on whether the issue is finish failure, structural

movement, or door replacement.

What To Do When A Wood Door Starts Warping

A door with light checking or faded stain is often a candidate for restoration rather than full replacement. If the

door no longer seals, sticks badly, or shows obvious twist, paint alone will not solve the underlying issue.

Homeowners usually get the best results by looking at three things: 1. Does the door still close and latch
normally? 2. Is the damage limited to finish and shallow checking, or has the wood itself moved? 3. Has the door

already been refinished and protected, or is this recurring damage?

When those symptoms keep coming back, replacing the slab or the full entry system can be cheaper than

chasing the same issue every season. At that point, another repair may only postpone the same failure.

How To Protect A Wood Door In Dallas Conditions

A quality finish is the first line of defense, but it only works if it stays intact and gets renewed before it fails

completely. If the door begins to look dry or chalky, it is already telling you the protection is thinning.
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A few habits help a lot in North Texas: 1. Keep the finish sealed, especially on sun-facing sides and top edges. 2.
Add shade where possible, such as a deeper overhang or a storm door that does not trap too much heat. 3. Keep
the perimeter sealed so the door is not fighting drafts and water intrusion. 4. Inspect hinges and fasteners,
because loose hardware can make a small movement problem feel much worse. 5. Refinish early rather than

waiting for visible splits.

In some cases, a different material may be a better fit for a front entry that gets hard afternoon exposure every
day. Fiberglass and steel can offer better stability in harsh sun, while a properly built wood door still makes sense

when the homeowner wants the look and is prepared for maintenance.

Most warped or cracked doors did not break all at once. They wore down over time, one hot season at a time. If a
door is sticking, cracking, or pulling away from the frame, it is worth finding out whether the issue is still

repairable or whether the slab has reached the point where replacement makes more sense.



