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The Ultimate Guide: How to Get a Driving License in Belgium
Browsing the roadways of Belgium-- from the busy streets of Brussels to the beautiful routes of the Ardennes--
requires a valid Belgian driving license ( rijbewijs in Dutch, permis de conduire in French, Führerschein in German).
For residents, getting this file is a structured multi-step journey that requires persistence, research study, and
practical training.

Whether one is a complete newbie behind the wheel or a skilled motorist aiming to exchange a foreign license,
this detailed guide details whatever required to secure a Belgian driving license.

1. Eligibility and Prerequisites
Before embarking on the journey to get a driving license in Belgium, applicants should satisfy particular standard
requirements:

Residency: Must be officially registered in a Belgian municipality and hold a valid residence authorization or
identity card.

Age: The minimum age to drive a basic passenger automobile (Category B) is 18 years of ages. However,
theoretical training can start at 17.

Medical Fitness: Applicants should be physically and mentally fit to drive. A basic self-declaration of health is
needed, and certain medical conditions may demand a doctor's evaluation.

2. Step-by-Step Process for a Category B License (Standard Car)
The basic path to getting a Category B driving license in Belgium is divided into 2 primary stages: the theoretical
exam and the practical test. Candidates can select in between 2 main discovering paths for the useful phase: the
Free Training Method or the Driving School Method.

Stage 1: The Theoretical Exam ( Theorie-examen)

Before stepping foot in a car as a student driver, prospects should pass the theoretical test. This computer-based
examination evaluates knowledge of the Belgian Highway Code, traffic signs, and roadway safety rules.

Format: 50 multiple-choice concerns in 15 minutes.

Passing Score: At least 41 out of 50 points.

Caution: Serious infractions (e.g., speeding, right-of-way offenses) result in a reduction of 5 points per
mistake, making precision critical.

Language Options: Exams can be taken in Dutch, French, German, or English (by means of a main
translator).

Phase 2: Choosing a Practical Training Path

When the theoretical test is passed, prospects receive a theoretical certificate valid for three years. They should
then pick how to finish their practical training.



Function Free Training Method ( Vrije begeleiding) Driving School Method ( Rijschool) Minimum Practice Hours
None legally mandated, but takes time. Minimum of 20 hours with a trainer. Guidance Need to drive with 1 or 2
accredited guides (co-drivers). Drive with a professional trainer, then solo. Provisional License Type 36-month
provisional license (Model 36). 18-month provisionary license (Model 18). Cost Lower upfront expense (fuel,
guide accreditation). Greater cost (pays for professional lessons). Initial Solo Driving Not permitted; must
constantly have a guide present. Allowed after 20 hours and a preliminary test.

3. The Practical Training Journey
Depending on the chosen course, prospects will invest months mastering automobile control, parking, eco-
driving, and protective driving methods.

Perception Test: Before taking the last useful test, prospects should pass a computer-based threat
perception test ( risicoperceptietest), which evaluates the capability to find unsafe situations on the roadway.

The Practical Exam ( Praktijkexamen): Conducted at an authorized assessment center, this test is split into
two parts:

1. Off-road maneuvers: Performed on a closed circuit (e.g., backing up in a straight line, parallel parking,
reversing into a garage, or reversing).

2. On-road driving: Driving in real traffic conditions for approximately 30 minutes, led by an inspector's
GPS instructions and directions.

4. Summary of Steps to Get Your License
To keep the procedure clear, here is a quick-reference checklist of the entire journey:

1. Study the Highway Code: Read a traffic manual or take an optional course at a driving school.

2. Take the Theoretical Exam: Book and pass the 50-question computer system test at a test center.

3. Get a Provisional License: Visit the local municipal office ( Gemeente/ Commune) with your theory
certificate, ID, and passport pictures.

4. Complete Practical Training:

Practice through the Free approach (with guides) OR Driving School approach (minimum 20 hours).

5. Pass the Perception Test: Complete the risk awareness computer test.

6. Take the Practical Exam: Pass both the maneuver and on-road driving tests.

7. Collect the Final License: Return to the community office to spend for and collect the main plastic driving
license card.

5. Exchanging a Foreign Driving License
For migrants snelrijbewijs and foreign nationals living in Belgium, the rules for getting a license depend greatly
on their native land:

EU/ EEA Citizens: Licenses released by a European Union or European Economic Area member state are
generally acknowledged in Belgium up until their expiration date. Nevertheless, voluntary registration with
the regional municipality is advised.

Non-EU Citizens with a Reciprocal Agreement: Citizens from countries with a bilateral contract with
Belgium can exchange their valid foreign license for a Belgian one without taking exams, offered they have
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lived in Belgium for a specific minimum period.

Other Non-EU Citizens: Individuals from countries without an arrangement must normally retake both the
theoretical and useful tests from scratch, no matter their driving experience abroad.

Regularly Asked Questions (FAQs)

Can I take the theoretical examination in English?

Yes. While the official exams are mainly in Dutch, French, or German, non-native speakers can ask for a test in
English. Keep in mind that these are usually arranged through specific centers or need a main interpreter, which
may sustain an extra fee.

Just how much does a Belgian driving license cost?

The total expense varies extensively based upon the selected path.

Theoretical test: ~ EUR18 - EUR50

Provisional license fee at the commune: ~ EUR25 - EUR35

Driving lessons: ~ EUR75 - EUR90 per hour (if using a driving school)

Practical test cost: ~ EUR50 - EUR60 (plus automobile rental costs if using a driving school cars and truck)

Final license card: ~ EUR25 - EUR35

Total expenses can range from under EUR200 (for purely self-taught complimentary training) to well over
EUR1,500 if substantial expert driving lessons are needed.

What takes place if I stop working the practical examination?

If a prospect fails the useful exam, compulsory training penalties apply:

After 2 failures, the prospect should take a minimum of 6 hours of practical lessons at an approved driving
school before being permitted to retake the test.

Obtaining a driving license in Belgium is a strenuous process designed to ensure that every motorist on the
roadway is thoroughly trained and safe. By carefully following the actions-- studying the theory, selecting the
right training approach, and practicing vigilantly-- candidates can effectively navigate the system and make the
flexibility of the Belgian open road.


