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How to Obtain a Driving License in Poland: A Comprehensive Guide

Getting a driving license is a major milestone, and doing so in a foreign nation can feel especially overwhelming.
Nevertheless, getting a Prawo Jazdy (driving license) in Poland is a structured, highly arranged process. Whether a
person is a Polish resident or an expat residing in the country, the path to getting behind the wheel follows a
standardized set of rules regulated by the government.

This comprehensive guide outlines whatever one requires to know about getting a Category B (standard vehicle)

driving license in Poland, from the preliminary documentation to passing the final state test.

1. Requirements and Basic Requirements

Before enrolling in a driving school, candidates must meet particular legal and physical requirements set by

Polish authorities.

* Age Requirement: The minimum age to obtain a Category B driving license in Poland is 18 years. However,
people can start their training approximately three months before turning 18.
* Residency: Applicants must live in Poland for at least 185 days per year due to EU residency policies.

* Medical exam: Every candidate must go through a brief medical check-up by an authorized occupational

doctor to verify they are physically and psychologically in shape to drive.

2. Step-by-Step Process to Get a Polish Driving License

The journey to getting a Polish driving license can be broken down into five unique stages.

Action 1: Obtain a PKK Number (Profil Kandydata na Kierowce)

The PKK (Driver Candidate Profile) is an unique electronic identification number produced by the local

government workplace. It tracks the applicant's development throughout the training and evaluation process.

To get a PKK, candidates need to visit their regional district office ( Urzgd Dzielnicy or Starostwo Powiatowe) and
submit:

¢ A finished application.

* A medical certificate from an authorized medical professional.

® One current passport-sized picture (3.5 x 4.5 cm).

* A legitimate ID (Passport) and Residence Card/Visa (for non-EU citizens).

Action 2: Enroll in a Driving School ( Osrodek Szkolenia Kierowcow - OSK)

Once the PKK number is provided, the applicant can select a driving school. While most schools teach in Polish,
several major cities (such as Warsaw, Krakow, and Wroctaw) offer https://kartaxpresspoland.com/ courses in

English.
The standard Category B training course consists of:

* 30 hours of theoretical classes (covering traffic rules, emergency treatment, and automobile mechanics).



* 30 hours of useful driving lessons behind the wheel with a trainer.

Step 3: Pass the State Theory Exam

After completing the theoretical course, the candidate needs to pass a state exam at the Provincial Road Traffic
Center ( WORD - Wojewddzki Osrodek Ruchu Drogowego).

® Format: Computer-based test with 32 multiple-choice questions.
® Scoring: Scored out of 74 points; a minimum of 68 points is required to pass.

* Languages: Available in Polish, English, and German.

Step 4: Pass the State Practical Exam

Upon passing the theory exam and finishing the 30 hours of driving practice, the prospect is eligible to take the

practical driving test, likewise administered at the WORD center.
The practical exam consists of 2 parts:

1. Vehicle Inspection & & Maneuvers: Checking fluid levels, lights, and performing particular maneuvers on a

closed course (such as smooth beginning on a hill and reverse parking).

2. Traffic Driving: Driving in real city traffic conditions for a minimum of 40 minutes, following the inspector's

instructions.

Step 5: Collect the Driving License

Once both examinations are effectively passed, the WORD center updates the system. The candidate must then
pay the official production charge at their local Urzgd (district workplace). The physical driving license card is

typically all set for collection within 2 to 3 weeks.

Summary of Costs and Timeline

Obtaining a driving license needs an investment of both time and cash. Below is an approximated breakdown of

the basic costs involved.

Expense Item Approximate Cost (PLN) Description Medical checkup 200 PLN Obligatory check-up by a licensed
medical professional. Passport Photos 30 - 50 PLN Standard biometric images for the application. Driving
School Course (OSK) 2,500 - 4,000 PLN Differs by city and language of guideline. Theory Exam (WORD) 50 PLN
State charge for the computer system test. Practical Exam (WORD) 200 PLN State cost for the behind-the-wheel
test. License Production Fee 100.50 PLN Paid to the regional workplace to print the physical card. Overall
Estimated Cost ~ 3,030 - 4,600 PLN Overall financial investment.

Keep in mind: Prices undergo inflation and differ depending upon the city and driving school chosen.

Essential Rules for New Drivers in Poland

Newly licensed drivers in Poland should understand specific regulations that apply throughout their initial period

on the road:

* Probationary Period: For the first two years (or 8 months if taking a particular extra safe-driving course),

brand-new motorists undergo more stringent policies regarding alcohol limits and speed offenses.



* Green Maple Leaf: While no longer strictly mandatory to show physically in all areas, it is still extensively
suggested for new drivers to display a green maple leaf sticker on their automobile's rear window to indicate

their newbie status to other drivers.

* Speed Limits: Unless otherwise published, basic speed limits in Poland are:

© Residential locations: 20 km/h
© Built-up areas: 50 km/h (24/7)
© Expressways: 120 km/h

© Motorways: 140 km/h

Obtaining a driving license in Poland requires persistence, studying, and monetary investment, however the
system is simple and transparent. By following the correct administrative actions-- from protecting a PKK number
to finishing driving school and passing the WORD evaluations-- drivers will discover themselves lawfully

equipped to navigate Poland's roadways safely and confidently.



