Why Getting A Driver's License In Poland Is The Next Big Obsession

Navigating the Road: A Comprehensive Guide to Getting a Driver's
License in Poland

Getting a driver's license (Prawo Jazdy) in Poland is a structured, thorough, and highly managed process.
Whether an individual is a Polish resident or a global expat living in Warsaw, Krakow, or a smaller town, the
course to supporting the wheel requires dedication, passing specific examinations, and browsing bureaucratic

steps.

For the basic passenger car license (Category B), the journey goes from acquiring a medical certificate to passing
the final state assessments. This guide breaks down whatever a candidate requires to know to successfully secure

a Polish motorist's license.

Stage 1: Prerequisites and Preparation

Before stepping foot into a driving school, an applicant should meet particular legal and administrative

requirements.

Age Requirements

In Poland, the minimum age requirement depends upon the vehicle category. For a basic Category B (vehicle)
license, the applicant must be at least 18 years old. However, theoretical training can begin three months before

reaching the turning point age.

Action 1: The Medical Examination

The very primary step is going to an authorized occupational health doctor ( lekarz uprawniony do badan
kierowcow) for a quick medical check-up.

* What is examined: Vision, hearing, basic health, and neurological status.

® Cost: Regulated by law, typically around 200 PLN.

® Result: A medical certificate needed for the next registration step.

Action 2: Getting a PKK Number (Profil Kandydata na Kierowce)

Once the medical certificate remains in hand, the applicant should visit their regional district workplace (

Starostwo Powiatowe or Urzgd Dzielnicy in larger cities) to look for a Driver Candidate Profile (PKK).
Files needed for a PKK number:

* Completed application kind.

* The medical certificate.

® One passport-sized photograph (3.5 cm x 4.5 cm).
e Valid ID (Passport or Residence Card/Karta Pobytu).

® Pesel number (for foreign citizens).



Upon approval, the workplace creates a distinct PKK number, which acts as the applicant's digital file throughout

the entire training and kupno prawa jazdy screening process.

Stage 2: Driver Training Course ( Kurs na Prawo Jazdy)

With the PKK number secured, the applicant enrolls in a state-approved driving school ( Osrodek Szkolenia

Kierowcow or OSK).

Training Component Minimum Hours Required Focus Areas Theory 30 hours (usually 45 mins each) Traffic
guidelines, roadway indications, first aid, car mechanics. Practice 30 hours Maneuvers on a closed plac (lawn),

driving in city traffic, highway driving.

Keep in mind for Expats: While many driving schools teach solely in Polish, a growing number of schools in

significant Polish cities offer theoretical and practical courses, as well as research study products, in English.

Stage 3: The State Examinations

After finishing the driving school course, the prospect should pass two different exams administered by the

provincial traffic center, referred to as WORD ( Wojewddzki Osrodek Ruchu Drogowego).

1. The Theory Exam ( Egzamin Teoretyczny)

Performed on a computer, this test assesses understanding of roadway policies and security.

* Format: 32 multiple-choice questions (points range from 1 to 3 depending on the concern's importance).
* Passing Score: At least 68 out of 74 points.
* Time Limit: 25 minutes.

* Language Options: Available in Polish, English, and German (with an optional translator for other languages,

scheduled in advance).

2. The Practical Exam ( Egzamin Praktyczny)

As soon as the theory test is conquered, the candidate can book the practical driving test. This is commonly

thought about the most challenging part of the procedure due to strict grading requirements.
Stages of the Practical Exam:

1. Preparation: Selecting fluids under the hood, checking lights, and adjusting seats and mirrors.

2. Maneuver Yard ( Plac Manewrowy):

© Smoothly starting on a slope without rolling backward.

o Driving backwards in a smooth "S" shape (reverse slalom).

3. City Driving: Driving in genuine traffic conditions for a minimum of 40 minutes, following inspector

instructions while following all traffic laws and road signs.

Summary of Costs

Getting a license in Poland involves different fees payable at different phases of the process. Below is an

approximated breakdown of the standard expenses for a Category B license:

¢ Medical Examination: ~ 200 PLN
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Passport Photos: ~ 30-- 50 PLN

Driving School Course (OSK): 2,500-- 4,000 PLN (depending upon the city and school)
State Theory Exam (WORD): 50 PLN

State Practical Exam (WORD): 200 PLN

License Issuance Fee (Urzad): 100.50 PLN

Tips for Success

To make the procedure as smooth as possible, keep the following suggestions in mind:

Protecting a chauffeur's license in Poland demands time, monetary investment, and persistence. However, the
strenuous training ensures that newly minted drivers have the necessary abilities to browse Poland's roadways
safely. By following the detailed administrative path, preparing diligently for both tests, and practicing under

diverse conditions, prospects can effectively shift from trainee pedestrians to confident, licensed chauffeurs on

Study the Theory Early: Do not wait until completion of the theoretical classes to start practicing test

questions. Usage official state question apps to memorize the possible situations.
Master the Yard Maneuvers: The reverse slalom and hill start cause the most immediate failures. Practice
these till they are second nature.

Mind the Speed Limits: During the practical road test, exceeding the speed limitation by even 1 km/h in

particular zones or stopping working to accept pedestrians can result in an immediate fail.

Check License Exchange Rules: If you currently hold a motorist's license from particular non-EU nations,
inspect whether Poland has a bilateral agreement allowing a direct exchange without taking regional

examinations.

Polish roads.



