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Your Complete Guide to Applying for a Nationwide Poland Driving
License
Obtaining a driving license is a significant turning point, and doing so in a foreign nation can seem like
navigating an administrative labyrinth. For citizens in Poland-- both Polish citizens and legal foreign locals--
obtaining a nationwide Polish driving license opens extraordinary flexibility to check out the country and
streamlines international travel within the European Union.

Whether an individual is exchanging a foreign license or beginning the journey from scratch, this extensive guide
breaks down the requirements, expenses, actions, and timelines for getting an across the country Poland driving
license.

Comprehending the Polish Driving License (Prawo Jazdy)
A Polish driving license ( Prawo Jazdy) is a standardized European Union file. This means that once made or
effectively exchanged, the license is acknowledged not only across Poland but throughout the whole European
Economic Area (EEA).

Before diving into the application process, applicants should identify which category of license they need. The
most common category is Category B, which permits the holder to drive basic traveler cars and trucks.

Common Driving License Categories in Poland

Category Description Minimum Age AM Mopeds and light quad bikes 14 years A1/ A2/ A Motorcycles (differing
engine sizes and power outputs) 16/ 18/ 24 years B Automobile, motor automobiles up to 3.5 tonnes 18 years C
Heavy products lorries (trucks) 21 years D Buses created for more than 8 guests 24 years

Who is Eligible to Apply?
To obtain a nationwide Poland driving license, applicants need to satisfy specific legal and residency requirements
set by Polish authorities:

Residency Status: Applicants must live in Poland for a minimum of 185 days per year due to either
citizenship, permanent residence, a temporary house authorization, or a trainee visa.

Age Requirement: Applicants need to meet the minimum age requirement for the specific lorry category.

Medical Fitness: A positive medical assessment from an authorized occupational physician is mandatory.

Step-by-Step Application Process
The application process differs a little depending upon whether the applicant is taking the standard path (driving
school + state exams) or exchanging an existing foreign license. Below is the standard roadmap for brand-new
motorists.

1. Acquire a PKK Number (Profil Kandydata na Kierowcę)



The PKK (Driver Candidate Profile) is a specific electronic identification number required for anyone desiring to
discover how to drive or take tests in Poland.

To get a PKK, applicants should visit their regional district workplace ( Urząd Dzielnicy or Starostwo Powiatowe)
and submit:

A finished application kind.

A passport-sized picture (35 x 45 mm).

An identity document (Passport or Residence Card/Karta Pobytu).

A medical certificate verifying no health contraindications to driving.

Confirmation of legal residency in Poland (for non-EU citizens).

2. Total Medical and Psychological Examinations

Before sending the PKK application, people need to visit an authorized medical professional for a short medical
check-up.

Expense: Usually standardized at around 200 PLN.

What is inspected: Vision, hearing, general health, and neurological wellness.

3. Register in a State-Approved Driving School ( Ośrodek Szkolenia Kierowców - OSK)

While self-study is not allowed for the useful exam, participating in a licensed driving school is necessary for
novice applicants.

Theory Course: Typically consists of around 30 hours of class instruction (lots of schools provide English-
language courses in significant Polish cities like Warsaw, Kraków, and Wrocław).

Practical Course: 30 hours behind the wheel with a certified trainer.

4. Pass the State Exams (WORD)

Once the driving school training is total, candidates need to reserve and pass two exams at the Provincial Road
Traffic Center ( Wojewódzki Ośrodek Ruchu Drogowego-- WORD):

1. Theoretical Exam: A computer-based test covering traffic guidelines, road signs, and safe driving principles.

2. Practical Exam: Includes vehicle preparation, navigating on a closed course (plac), and driving in genuine
urban traffic conditions.

5. Collect the Driving License

After passing both examinations, the WORD updates the system electronically. The candidate should then go
back to the local district workplace ( Urząd) to pay the processing cost (approx. 100 PLN) and formally request
the physical card production.

Needed Documents Checklist
To guarantee a smooth application process, prepare the following documents ahead of time:

Valid passport or ID card.

House card ( Karta Pobytu) or legitimate visa showing legal remain in Poland for at least 185 days.

Completed application form for releasing a driving license.



Medical certificate from an authorized physician.

One current photograph (35 x 45 mm, clear background, neutral expression).

PKK number printout.

Certificate of completion from a driving school (for brand-new drivers).

Existing foreign driving license with a qualified Polish translation (if relevant for exchange).

Exchanging a Foreign Driving License in Poland
Foreign nationals living in Poland often wonder if they can just switch their home country's license for a Polish
one. The rules depend greatly on the releasing country:

Issuing Country/ Agreement Exchange Rule EU/ EFTA Member States Can drive on their home license until it
expires, or willingly exchange it for a Polish license without taking examinations. Vienna Convention Signatories
A lot of can exchange their license after fulfilling residency requirements; some might require a theoretical test
depending on reciprocity laws. Non-Signatory Countries Should undergo the complete training procedure,
consisting of medical checks, theoretical examinations, and practical tests in Poland.

Keep in mind: Non-EU residents driving in Poland on a foreign license are typically needed to acquire an
International Driving Permit (IDP) together with their national license, or switch to a Polish license within 185 days
kartaxpresspoland.com of developing residency.

Costs and Processing Times
Budgeting properly for a Polish driving license needs comprehending the various charges involved. Prices can
vary slightly depending on the city and the driving school picked.

Expense Breakdown Table (Approximate Estimates)

Expense Item Approximated Cost (PLN) Medical Examination 200 PLN Passport Photos 30-- 50 PLN Driving
School Course (Category B) 2,500-- 4,000 PLN State Theoretical Exam (WORD) 50 PLN State Practical Exam
(WORD) 200 PLN License Production Fee (Urząd) 100 PLN Total Estimated Investment ~ 2,930-- 4,600 PLN

Timelines

Getting the PKK: 1-- 3 organization days.

Driving School Course: 4 to 8 weeks (depending upon scheduling).

Passing Exams: Varies based upon WORD appointment availability (typically 1 to 3 weeks waiting time).

License Printing: 2 to 4 weeks after passing examinations and paying the final cost.

Tips for Success
1. Language Barriers: If your Polish is not conversational, look for driving schools ( OSK) and WORD centers

that provide theoretical classes, translated tests, and useful direction in English. Cities like Warsaw, Poznań,
and Kraków have robust English-friendly facilities.

2. Research Study the Theory Thoroughly: The Polish theoretical exam is known for having nuanced trick
concerns relating to roadway scenarios. Use official practice apps that feature the exact database of
questions used by WORD.

https://kartaxpresspoland.com/


3. Stay Patient with Bureaucracy: Administrative offices ( Urząd) run strictly by visit in many areas. Booking
your visit online in advance by means of the municipal site will conserve hours of waiting.

Making an application for a nationwide Poland driving license jak kupić prawo jazdy might require a financial
investment of time, patience, and money, however the benefit is lifelong mobility across Europe. By
understanding the prerequisite steps-- from securing your PKK and passing the medical test to dominating the
WORD tests-- you can improve your journey and hit the open Polish roads with self-confidence.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/search?q=jak%20kupi%C4%87%20prawo%20jazdy

